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PREFACE. 



This little book is the seventh of a series of 
distinct and independent volumes* which, to- 
gether, are designed to form a complete Church 
Hislory, for the use of Sabbath schools and fami- 
lies. Each volume, however, is intended to be 
complete in itself; so that, 'if read separately", it 
will be useful and instructive. The title of 
" False Prophet" is given to this volume, mere- 
ly from the character of Mohammed, who was 
really a false prophet ; and not with the inten- 
tion of designating his religion as the false proph- 

* 1. History of the First Christians ; 2. Stories of the 
2nd and '3rd Centuries ; 3. Martyrs of Lyons and Vien- 
na; 4. Stories of the Church in the Mh Century; 5. His- 
tory of the Church in the 5th Century. ; published by the 
American Sundaj School Union ; and, 6. Great Apos- 
tasy^ by the Mass. S. S. Society. 
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et of the Revelation ;* for the term applies with 
equal force both to Popery and Mohammedanism. 
The rise and progress of the Mohammedan de- 
lusion may very properly give a t'itle to the Httle 
book, because it is the most prominent event of 
the period which it embraces. This volume may- 
be considered as a kind of counterpart to the 
Great Apostasy, Its proper place, in the order 
of time is neither before nor after that work, but 
embraced within it. — The one,, however, ifelat^s 
chiefly to the great delnsion that rose up in the 
West, and the other to that which rose up, about 
. the same time, in the East; both following on 
in tfie train of the great apostasy or declension 
of the true religion, which had been, for many 
years at work in the church. Thus, we see in 
the end, the judgments which the Lord brings 
upon his people for their backslidings. 

It is earnestly recommended to parents and 
Sabbath school teachers to avail themselves of 
the questions, inserted at the close of each chap- 
ter, to promote, among their children and pupils, 
a habit of %orough reading. The subject of 

* Rev. 20 : ID. 
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these Tolunies renders it highly important that 
this matter should receive attention. 

PERSONS INTRODUCED IN THE rOLLOWlNO PAGES. 

The mother ; 

Samuel, a boy of 14 ; 

Elizabethy his sister, of 12 ; 

Peter f a boy of 9 ; and 

Caroline^ a sprightly and inquisitive girl of 6. 
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THE 

FALSE PROPHET. 

CONVERSATION I. 

About Fulgentius and the African church.-^State of the 
church in other parts of the Roman £mpire. > 

Samuel Mother, I have read the History of 
the First Christians ; the Stories of the Second, 
and Third, Centuries ; the Martyrs of Lyons 
and Vienne ; the Stories of the Church in the 
Fourth Century ; the History of the Church in 
the Fifth Century ; and the Great Apostasy ; 
apd I would very much like to know more about 
the church. The regular history is brought 
down, in these books, only to the end of the fifth 
Century ; but some things mentioned in the 
Cheat Apostasy took place as late as the six- 
teenth Century. I think there roust be some 
things interesting in the history of the church 
between the fifth and sixteenth Centuries, which 
arc not mentioned in this book. I wish there 
2 
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14 THE FALSE PROPHET. 

were books in the Sabbath school library that 
would tell all about the church, down to the 
present time. 

Mother, From the fifth to the sixteenth Cen- 
tury, is the darkest time the church ever experi- 
enced. You see, from what you have read about 
Apostasy f that true religion had been declining 
in the church for a long time before the fifth 
Century. After that, it continued to decline 
more and more, till it seemed almost to have left 
the world. Yet, God has never left himself 
without witnesses to. the truth ; and all this time, 
the Lord Jesus had some true followers on the 
earth. — For some time after the fifth Century, 
there appears to have been some real piety in the 
general church ; but it was greatly clouded with 
superstition, and confined principally to by-plac- 
es, and countries where the Gospel had not been 
long known. In large cities, the clergy and 
people had become very corrupt, and hardly a 
spark of true religion remained. However, even 
in these places, the Lord occasionally raised up 
for himself a faithful witness. 

Samuel. Why, mother, how could it be call- 
ed the church if there was no religion in it ? 
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Mother, It could not be with any propriety. 
A church is a body of people, associated to- 
gether as the followers of Christ ; holding the 
doctrines taught in the Bible; maintaining a 
course of conduct consistent with the word of 
God ; and receiving, as the witness of the true 
character, the influences of the Holy Spirit, 
converting and sanctifying their hearti?. Bat 
after the period of the final establishment of 
Popery, neither the church of Rome in the 
West, nor the Greek church in the East, could 
lay any claim to this character. They had 
embraced destructive and fatal errors in doc- 
trine ; their practice was corrupt, and altogether 
inconsistent with the Uoly Scriptures ; and the 
influences of the blessed Spirit had departed 
from them. After that time, therefore, we must 
look elsewhere for the true church. 

SamueL But, mother, at the close of the fifth 
Century, there was much real piety in that part 
of Africa where Augustine lived. 

Mother, Yes ; and in many parts of Europe 
too. 

Samuel, Well, I would like to know some- 
thing about the religion of the sixth Century, 
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and the establishment of Mohammedanism in 
the East. 

Mother, Well, Samuel, if you will call your 
brothers and sisters, I will tell you all about it. 

Now, my dear children, if you will listen to 
me, I will tell you a great many things that hap- 
pened many hundred years ago. But perhaps 
you will not feel much interest in what I am 
about to relate, because there is nothing very 
wonderful in it. However, I would much rath- 
er instruct than amuse you. What I am going 
to tell you is about the church ; and the church 
is made up of God's dear people, the followers 
of the blessed Jesus. If you love him, you will 
delight in nothing more than in hearing about 
his church. 

Samuel. Well, mother, we will all listen. 
I had much rather hear about the church, which 
the Lord Jesus bought with his own blood, than 
any stories you can tell us. 

Mother. I am very glad, my dear son, that 
you love to hear about the dear disciples of God ; 
and 1 hope this disposition arises from your love 
to the blessed Saviour ; for, if you love him, you 
will love his people. 
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Samuel, Mother, I hope I do love Jesus ; and 
I am sure I feel more interest in the church of 
Christ, than in all the rest of the world. I love 
them that love Jesus : and I love to read and 
hear about them that have loved him in times 



Mother. Well, Samuel, as you have read the 
History of the Church in the Fifth Century ^ you 
will recollect, that near the end of that Century, 
Gontemond, king of Vandals, reigned in Africa. 
He treated Christians kindly, and allowed the 
bishops, who had been banished by Huneric, to 
return to their churches.* But in the year 495, 
he died, and Thrasamond, reigned in his place. 
He was an obstinate Arian, and mingled the 
arts of gentleness and severity against Chris- 
tians. 

Caroline. What is an Arian, mother? 

Mother, Samuel can tell, for he has read 
about the Arians. 

Samuel. O yes, mother, I remember all about 
it. Arius was a preacher, or presbyter, at Alex- 
andria, in Egypt. He denied the divinity of 

• See [iisro y of the Church in the fifth Century, pp. 
100 and 104. 

2* 
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Christ, and taught nearly the [same sentiments 
now beliered by the Unitarians. His opinions 
were condemned by the council at Nice. But 
his followers increased after that, and spread all 
over the church. They were called Arians, af- 
ter the name of Arius.* 

Mother. Well, as I was going to say, Thras- 
amond made offers of great worldly advantage 
to all who would become Arians ; and when the 
orthodox bishops died, he would not allow others 
to be ordained. 

Peter, What is orthodox, mother ? 

Mother, An orthodox person is one that be- 
lieves the truth — one who is sound in his belief 
of the doctrines of the Bible. 

Caroline* Why, mother, how could any body 
be so wicked as to wish to make people believe 
and preach lies ? 

Mother. Some people think that their own 
judgment, in matters of religion, is better than 
that of any body else ; and that all others should 
believe just as they do. When such men have 
the power, they try to force their opinions upon 

* See Stories of the Church in the fourth Century, 
Chapter IV. p. 46. 
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Others. Thrasamond was a man of this sort, 
and he embraced error instead of truth ; so that 
he tried to make people believe falsehood by 
force. 

Samuel. Well, mother, did the people obey 
him, and embrace falsehood, because he said 
they must? 

Mother. No, my son. Eugenius, the godly 
bishop of Carthage, who suffered so much in 
Huneric's persecution,* was now dead. But 
divine grace had not forsaken the African bish- 
ops. They thought it was their duty to obey 
God rather than man.f They ordained bishops 
over their vacant churches, and took care of 
their flocks. 

Caroline, Mother what does vacant mean ! 
I can't understand all the hard words you use. 

Mother. My dear, whenever you hear or read 
a word that you do not understand, you should 
look in your dictionary, where it is explained. 

Peter. What did Thrasamond do, mother, 
when he found the bishops would not mind him? 



* See History of the Church in the fifth Century, 
t Acts 5: 29. 
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Mother. He was enraged, and determined to 
banish them all. 

Samuel, But, did these bishops do right, in 
refusing to obey the king ? The Apostle Paul 
teaches us to obey our rulers.* 

Mother. The Bible requires us, in general 
terms, to obey our rulers. But this does not 
mean that we should obey them when they 
command us to do wrong. All earthly rulers 
are under God; and they have no right to com- 
mand us to do what he has forbidden, or to for- 
bid us to do what he has commanded. And if 
they do so, we should not obey them, because 
God's authority is greater than theirs. When 
the Apostles were commanded by the rulers not 
to teach any more in the name of Jesus, they did 
not mind them, but said they '' ought to obey 
God rather than men."t 

About this time, Fulgentius was ordained 
bishop of Ruspae. He was a son of Claudius, 
one of the bishops of Carthage. Claudius died 
while Fulgentius was very young. His mother 
gave him a liberal education. While young he 
entered into the monastery of Faustus; for the 

* Rom. 13 ; 1—7. f AcU 6 : 29. 
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most serious people of this age, under a mis- 
taken notion of duty, devoted themselves to the 
monastic life.* During the Arian persecution 
under the Vandals, he was cruelly beaten with 
clubs, till he was almost dead ; but his mind 
was calm, and he suffered patiently for the sake 
of Christ. This treatment he received from an 
Arian presbyter or minister. 

Elizabeth. Why, mother, did the Arians call 
themselves Christians, while they were treating 
people so? How could they think this was fol- 
lowing Christ, who never did harm to any one 1 

Mother. A great many people call themselves 
Christians who are very far from being the fol- 
lowers of Christ. The spirit of persecution is 
directly in opposition to the spirit of Christ ; 
but it has generally been exercised, in different 
ages, by those who have embraced the senti- 
ments held by the Arians. They were always 
a crafty, persecuting people ; and at the pres- 
ent day, nearly the same sentiments are gener- 
ally embraced by the established churches in 
Germany and Switzerland; and in these coun- 

*For an account of this kind of life, See Great Apos- 
tasy page 21. 
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tries, pious people, who maintain the doctrines 
of tl^e Bible, are despised and persecuted by 
those who call themselves Christians. How- 
ever, the Arian Bishop was a man of a better 
natural disposition than this presbyter. He es- 
teemed Fuigentius*, on account of his excellent 
character; and offered to have the presbyter 
punished, if Fulgentius would make a formal 
complaint against him. 

Peter. Did he do it, mother ? I am sure I 
would have had him punished, if he had used 
me so. 

Mother. I must answer you, my son, in the 
language of Christ: you " know not what man- 
ner of spirit you are of."* This holy man knew 
better what was the spirit of his master. When 
the Lord Jesus was reviled, he reviled not 
again; and he patiently endured persecution, 
and even death itself, that we might be sived 
from our sins. He commands us also to love 
our enemies, to bless them that curse us, and do 
good to them that treat us ill. Fulgentius fol- 
lowed his example. When some of his friends 
advised him to make a complaint, he told them 

* Luke 9: 65. 
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it was not right for Christians to take revenge. 
"The Lord," said he, " knows how to defend 
his servants." 

Samuel O, mother, how I love such a man ! 
How much more noble it is to return good for 
evil than to gratify the foolish passion of re- 
venge. This man had a thousand times more 
true greatness than Alexander the Great; for 
he tried to be revenged on his father, because 
he had offended him. 

Peter. But I think, one has a right to defend 
himself when he is abused. 

Mother, I do not say but that there may 
be eases in which it would be right for a man 
to defend himself from the violence of others ; 
but in most cases where people quarrel and 
fight, they do it to gratify a wicked and revenge- 
ful spirit ; and I very much fear, Peter, that you 
are indulging the same feeling. If you were at-' 
tacked iu a place where you could not run, and 
were in danger of receiving still farther injury, 
it would be right for you to use just as much vio- 
lence towards the person attacking you, as would 
be necessary to defend yourself But, if you do 
it when there is no danger of receiving farther 
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injury, merely for the sake of punishing hinii 
you exercise a revengeful spirit, and are guilty 
of murder in your heart. The same malicious 
disposition that would lead you to seek revenge, 
would, if carried our, lead you to commit mur- 
der. 

Samuel But, what became of Fulgentias, 
mother ? 

Mother. He was afterwards chosen bishop of 
Ruspas, much against his will. Thrasamond 
banished him and sixty other bishops into Sar« 
diuia; and afterwards sent one hundred and six* 
ty-nine more to the same place. 

Elizabeth. O what a cruel man ! How could 
he be so hard hearted, as to treat these good men 
so, just because they would not believe as he 
did? 

Mother. He meant to force them to acknowl- 
edge his opinions to be right. 

Samuel. Mother, how can a person be forced 
to believe any thing till he is convinced it is 
true? 

Mother. He cannot, yet bigoted and tyran- 
nical men, who have power, cannot bear to be 
exposed in any thing. This wicked king wish- 
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ied to have all who were under his authority be- 
come Arians ; and because they would not, he 
abused and persecuted them ; using every means 
in his power to overcome their constancy. He 
also took great delight in puzzling them with 
hard questions. He once sent for Fulgentius to 
come to Carthage, and was much pleased with 
his skill in argument and readiness in answering 
questions. But the Arian clergy were afraid to 
have him remain in Carthage, lest he should 
convince the king ; and so he was sent back to 
Sardinia. 

Samuel I think it must be a bad cause that 
lakes such foul means to maintain it. 

Mother. Yes, my son. Truth never shuns 
examination. Like gold tried in the fire, it ai« 
Ways comes out brighter from every trial. 

Elizabeth, How long was Fulgentius kept 
in Sardinia ? 

Mother. As long as this wicked king lived. 
In the year 523, Thrasamond died, and Hilderic 
Was made king. He favored Christians, and put 
an end to the persecution. He sent for Fulgen- 
tius, and restored him to his church ; and the 
good bishop lived among his people from this 
3 
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time till his death. He was an eminent example 
of piety, humility, and charity ; but, very few 
particulars of his life are known. For about 
seventy days before he died, he suffered great 
pain ; but his constant prayer was, »* Lord, give 
me patience here, and rest hereafter." 

Caroline, What is patience, mother 1 

Mother. It is that disposition of heart, which 
bears any thing painful or unpleasant, without 
complaining or feeling discontented. 

Peter. Why, mother, how can any body be 
contented to be in pain all the time ? I remem- 
ber how I felt when I was sick last summer. 
My head ached, all the time; I was burning 
with fever, and in pain all over. I don't believe 
any body can feel as I did^ and not complain. 

Mother. Ah, my son ; I see that you have a 
very unsubdued and rebellious heart. All our 
sicknesses, and every pain we feel comes from 
God. He directs all our affairs. He knows just 
what will be best for us. Every good thing we 
have we owe to his mercy ; for we do not de- 
serve any thing from him, but punishment for 
our sins. All the evil he brings upon us in this 
world is intended for our correction and recov- 
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ery from sin. And it often happens that troubles 
in this life are the greatest blessings we can re- 
ceive. Why then should 'we complain. Re- 
member, my dear son, that when you complain 
of any suffering, you are murmuring against 
God. 

Elizabeth But, mother, if another person 
does me an injury, and I complain of it, is this 
murmuring against God ! Have T not a right to 
murmur against the person who treats me ill 1 

Mother, No, my dear, God directs all things. 
You are to view his hand ^in ever thing that 
happens to you. He often makes use of the 
wicked passions of one man to correct, or try, 
the patience of another. You ought, therefore, 
to regard it as coming directly from him, and 
then you will see how wicked it is to complain. 
Patience is one of the brightest ornaments of 
the Christian character. With it, the Christian 
can be happy under almost any circumstances. 
Without it, we may find things enough that are 
unpleasant, in the common affairs of life, to 
make us always miserable. 

Samuel. Well, mother, what was the state of 
the Western church at this time? 



d by Google 



28 THE FALSE PROPHET. 

Mother, In the beginning of the sixth Cen- 
tury, Alaric, king of the Visigoths, reigned at 
Toulouse in France. Although an Arian, he 
did not persecute the church. He allowed the 
bishops of his kingdom to meet and regulate the 
affairs of the church. They assembled at the 
city of Agde. The president of this council 
was Caesarius, bishop of Aries. He was a good 
man ; but we have very little account of his life. 
When a young man, he entered the monastery 
of Lerins. While there, he heard that he was 
likely to be appointed bishop, and hid himself 
among the tombs. 

Samuel If he was a good man, what made 
him unwilling to become a minister of the Gos- 
pel ?— The Lord Jesus says we must give up all 
and follow him. How then could he be a fol- 
lower of Christ, when he was not willing to do 
his duty 1 

Mother. That ^as a dark age ; and false and 
superstitious notions of Christian character and 
duty prevailed. It wds thought to be the high- 
est virtue for persons to shut themselves up 
alone, and spend their whole time in devotional 
exercises ; reading, meditation and prayer. A 
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false modesty and humility also prevailed, which 
seemed to make it a virtue to shun the ministe- 
rial office. Superstitious notions of the sacred- 
ness of the office also prevailed, which made 
humble men shrink from it. Thus Ambrose 
tried to avoid the office of bishop.* 

Elizabeth* How could people, with the ex- 
ample of Christ arid the Apostles before them, 
shut themselves up in solitude? The Lord Je- 
sus •* went about doing good ;^* and the Apostles 
traveled all their lives, preaching the Gospel. 

Mother, Yes, my dear ; these men acted from 
mistaken views of duty. Thepiety of our Lord 
and his Apostles, was an active piety. The 
blessed Jesus labored so constantly for the sal- 
vation of sinners, that sometimes he could not 
find time to eat ; and he was obliged to take the 
time for prayer which others spent in sleep. 
We read of his rising * a great while before day* 
and going out into a solitary place to pray ; 
and sometimes, after preaching all day, he would 
go out into the mountains and spend a whole 
night in prayer. The Bible says, if we have 
not the spirit of Christ, we are none of his ; 

• Bee Storiee of the Church in the fourth Century, p. 127. 
3» 
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and the whole life of Christ exhibits a life of 
active benevolence. That selfish spirit, which 
makes people contented with the cultivation of 
their own piety, is not the spirit of Christ ; and 
if we have no love for the souls of others, and 
make no efforts for their salvation, we have no 
reason to think we are the followers of Christ. 

Caroline, Well, mother, did Cssarius make 
a good bishop when they found him ? 

Mother* Yes, ray dear. He gave himself 
up to study and preaching. His style was plain, 
and suited to the common people. He preach- 
ed to the consciences of his hearers, and se- 
verely reproved idolatry and superstition. Whea 
he first became bishop, the people were in the 
habit of going out of church before public wor« 
ship was over. One day, as a number of per- 
sons were going out, he cried with a loud voice,, 
** What are you about, my children ? Where 
are you going? Stay, stay, for the good of 
your souls. At the day of judgment it will be 
too late to exhort you.'' After much exertion^ 
he broke up this indecent practice. 

Caroline. Why, mother, I saw James: Slack 
start up, last Sabbath, and run out of ehurch, 
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in the middle of the sermon ; and it seemed to 
me that he made all the noise he could with 
his clumsy feet. 

Mother. I know it, my dear. Many children, 
Hnd some grown people, who are alike desti- 
1.ute of good breeding, never think of staying in 
«hurch till the service is ended. And, some- 
times I think they make as much noise as pos- 
sible, as if they intended to disturb those who 
desire to worship God. Such conduct shows a 
^reat lack of good manners. It is treating both 
ministers and people with great disrespect. Yes ; 
it not only shows a want of good breeding ; but 
a want of piety, God is present, in a peculiar 
imanner in his own house. ** God is greatly to 
he feared in the assembly of his saints, and to 
%>e had in reverence of all them that are about 
him."* 

Csesarius urged upon his people the necessity 
<of worshiping God in spirit and in truth. He 
exhorted them to sing with their hearts, as well 
as with their voices, and to put away all wan- 
dering thoughts in prayer. 

*Ps.89: 7, 
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Caroline, How can I sing with my heart, 
mother ? Can my heart speak ? 

Mother. No, my dear; your heart cannot 
speak, but it Cdni feel ; and if you sing solemn 
words with your lips, and do not feel them in 
your heart, you mock God. 

Caroline. O, mother, I shall be afraid to 
sing, then, for how can I help thinking about 
so many fine things as I see in the church ? 

Mother. You must not be gazing about, in 
church, to see fine things. Remember, you go 
there to worship God, and not to gratify an idle 
curiosity. And when you first go in, you should 
pray to God in your mind, that he would keep 
your eyes and heart from wandering, and fix 
your thoughts on serious and heavenly things. 
When you sing, you should keep your mind off 
from every thing else, and try to feel in your 
heart the words you sing. And in time of prayer 
you should close your eyes, shut out all wander- 
ing thoughts, and try to make the w^ords of the 
speaker your own, and pray with him. If you 
think about other things, while praying, you 
worship them instead of God. 

But, I was going to tell you more about the 
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church. Arianism was now gradually declin- 
ing. The Franks, or French, who were Trin- 
itarians, were growing more powerful ; and Sig- 
isnQiind,the king Burgundy, had been brought 
over to the general church, by Ayitus, bishop 
of Vienne. 

Caroline. What is a Trinitarian, mother? 
Mother, A Trinitarian is one who believes 
in the doctrine of the Trinity. Can you tell 
me, my dear, from what you have learned in 
the catechism, what this doctrine is? 

Caroline, It is, that there are three persons 
in the Godhead, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost ; and that these three persons are 
one God, thesame in substance, and equal in 
power and glory. But I cannot understand 
much what it means. 

Mother. The manner of God's existence, is 
a great mystery, which we shall never perfectly 
understand, in this world. But it is enough for 
us to know just what he has revealed of him- 
self; and he has most clearly taught us in his 
holy word, that he exists in three distinct per- 
sons, and yet is but one God. This is above our 
reason, but not contrary to it. We should nev- 
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er try to pry into things which God has not 
made known ; but always be satisfied to believe 
just what he says in the Bible, whether we can 
comprehend it or not. 

But, as I was going to say, some true piety 
still existed in Italy. In the Eastern church, 
religion was very low. The forms of public 
worship were maintained ; but divisions, heresies 
and immoral practices very generally prevailed. 
Yet, occasionally we catch a gleam of light ; 
which shows that the Lord Jesus still had some 
faithful witnesses. In Arabia Felix, many Chris- 
tians lived under a king called Donnouas or 
Dunaan, a Jew, who pretended to be the Mes- 
siah, or Christ. This cruel man commanded 
them all to turn Jews ; and those who would 
not, he threw into pits full of fire. 

Elizahaih, O how could any man be so 
cruel ! 

Mother. This man only acted out the natur- 
al enmity of the unrenewed heart against the 
Gospel of Christ. All sinners, whose hearts 
have not been changed by the Holy Spirit, have 
the same disposition, and would act it out, if 
God did not prevent them. In the year 522, 
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this wicked king besieged Negra, a town inhab- 
ited by Christians. By swearing to save their 
lives, he prevailed upon them to give up the 
city. When he got possession of the town, he 
broke his oath, burnt the ministers alive, and 
cut off the heads of the people. 

Samuel. O what a wicked wretch, to break 
a solemn cath, and kill the people so horribly f 
Didn't he get punished afterwards? 

Mother. Yes, my son, the next year the 
Lord sent Eiesbaan king of Abyssinia, against 
him, who made war upon him, and killed him. 
We have evidence of true piety among these 
people, for they suffered death rather than re- 
nounce Christ. 

QUESTIONS. 

What is a church ? Could either the Eastern or Wes- 
tern Church lay any claim to the character of a church, 
after the final establishment of Popery.^ Who reigned in 
Africa, near the close of the 6th Century ? How did be 
Ire U Christians.^ What is the meaning of orthodox f 
Is is right for the government to force the people to re- 
ceive any particular creed or system of religion ? Why 
do some men wish to persuade others to believe as they do ? 
Did the African bishop obey Thrasamond ? Is it our 
duty to obey our rulers ? in what cases are we justified 
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in disobeying them ? What interesting particulars can 
you relate of the life of Fulgent! us :* How should we 
behave towards those who injure us ? If we seek to be 
revenged on them, what commandment do we break P 
In what case has a persona right to defend himself from 
the violence of others ? What is patience ? Is it right 
to complain of any thing that happens to us ? Who di- 
rects all things ? What particulars can you relate re- 
specting the affairs of the Western Church, at this time ? 
Was it right for men to shut themselves up in monaste* 
ries, as they did in those days ? What lesson does the 
example of Christ and the Apostles teach us in thi0 
respect ? Is it right for children or grown people to be 
running out of church during service f What sin do 
you cpmmit when you think about something else while 
singing or at prayer ? What is a Trinitarian ? What is 
the doctrine of the Trinity ? What was now the general 
state of religion in the Eastern Church ? 
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CONVERSATION II. 

Afikirs of the Church from the beginning of the reiga 
of Justinian to the end of the Century. 

Samueh Well, mother, will yoa tell us saore 
about the church, this evening ? 

Mother. Yes, roy son ; I am glad that you 

are not tired with the subject. After the death 

of tlie emperor Justin, which took place in the 

year 627, bis nephew Justinian, becairoe empe* 

ror of the East. He was forty years old, when 

he began to reign, and he reigned thirty-nine 

years. This prince made a great show of re» 

ligion but he knew nothing of its life and power 

upon his owB heart. He was temperate in his 

private life, and employed much of his time in 

religious aots add ceremonies. He honored 

monks, and built splendid churches. He estab^ 

lished moaasteries^ and wap exceedingly liberii 

4 
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in supporting the clergy and public worship. 
He engaged actively in public afTairs, through a 
long life ; and scarcely ever gave himself time 
for recreation. He spent much time in studying 
the doctrines of Christianity, and for the great- 
er part of his life, supported the truth. But he 
was the slave of superstition and avarice. He 
sold the government of the provinces for gold > 
and encouraged the vilest of characters in their 
wickedness, in order to get a share of their 
gains. 

Elizabeth. Why, how could such a man 
pretend to be a Christian ? 

Mother, Just as many people now deceive 
themselves by thinking they are Christians, while 
they are slaves to the vilest passions. In the 
life of this emperor, we see what a miserable 
shell the profession of Christianity is, without its 
spirit. He tried to force others to embrace 
Chistianity, while its precepts h^d no purifying 
effect upon his own heart. He directed what the 
bishops and people should believe, and tried to 
make all believe alike. The consequence of 
these measures was, that divisions and conten* 
tions multiplied ; superstition and formality took 
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the place of vital piety; and ignorance and 
wickedness ucreased. 

SamueL O what a dark picture, mother ! 
Did the church ever receive any benefit from 
being connected with the government? 

Mother, No, ray dear son ; it has always 
suffered by it. From the time Christianity was 
first established by law, under Constantine the 
Great, till the period of which we are now speak- 
ing, you see vital religion had been constantly 
declining ; and it continued to decline until 
scarcely a spark was left in what was called the 
Church. And, at the present day, wherever re- 
ligion is established by law, the influence of the 
Holy Spirit has almost entirely forsaken the es- 
tablished church ; and error, corruption, and ir- 
religion abound. Christ's kingdom is spiritual, 
and can never be blended with earthly king- 
doms. It is to be built up and established with 
spiritual weapons, and by moral means ; and it 
needs not the aid of carnal weapons, or the au- 
thority of earthly governments, to support it. 

Elizabeth, But, mother, were there not some 
pious people, who mourned over this dreadful 
state of things in the church T 
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Mother. I have no doubt there were ; but we 
have' no account of them. The histories which 
we have of these times, are confined principally 
to large towns and the courts of princes, where 
true religion would be least likely to prevail. 
We have more reason to suppose it existed 
among those sects which were persecuted, than 
any where else. Although they are represented 
as heretics, and said to have embraced false 
doctrines ; yet we know that, in every age, when 
vital piety has been low in the church, those 
godly persons who have been stirred up to make 
extraordinary and zealous efforts for the revival 
of religion, have been called enthusiasts, brand- 
ed with heresy, and persecuted. But we shall 
see more of this hereafter, as we proceed with 
the history of the church. At the time of which 
we are speaking, the church of the East, had 
become exceedingly corrupt. Many of the bish- 
ops left their churches, and spent their time at 
Constantinople. Their views, in entering upon 
this sacred office, were entirely worldly ; and 
they neglected their duty, to seek the favor of 
the emperor. 

Samuel Why, mother, how could any person 
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undertake to preach the Gospel from worldJy 
motives ? 

Mother, Multitudes have done so, in almost 
every age of the church. Not knowing any 
thing of the power of religion in their own 
souls, they have undertaken this sacred office^ 
in order to get a support, and live an easy and 
comfortable life. 

Elizabeth. But, how can ministers of the 
Gospel live at ease ? They have the example of 
Christ and his Apostles as their patterns ; and I 
am sure nobody could labor harder than they did. 
Mother, But, my dear, ministers who engage 
in this work from worldly motives, do not take 
Christ and his Apostles as their pattern. They 
content themselves with preaching on the Sab- 
bath. Their sermons are cold and formal, and 
generally not about Christ, but some moral du- 
ties. Their own hearts are not affected with 
the truth, and its influence is very little felt by 
their hearers. They make no laborious eflbrts 
for the salvation of their people during the week ; 
but either sit down at ease to their studies, or 
attend to their farms or business ; or seek their 
own pleasure in some other way. 
4* 
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Samuel Why, mother, can such men be call- 
ed the ministers of Christ ? 

Mother. They have no claim to the title. Min- 
isters ought to engage in the work of preaching- 
the gospel, from a sincere love of souls, a desire 
to promote God's glory, and advance the inter- 
ests of Christ's kingdom. They ought to leave 
their own private interests entirely in the hands 
of God, and take no anxious thought about it ; 
for God will take care of those that labor for him. 
He never leaves his servants to starve. But, 
my dear children, private Christians are under 
obligation to act from the same motives. Every 
professor of religion, who engages in business 
from mere worldly motives; whose main object 
is to get property, and promote his own ease, 
comfort and happiness, in this life, has no claim 
to be called a Christian. We are all called up- 
on to forsake all we have, to take up our cross, 
and follow Christ ;* and if we do not this, we 
cannot be his disciples. This means that we 
should give up atid consecrate ourselves and all 
we have to the Lord ; that the great end and 

*Luke9: S3; and 14: 33. 
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object of our desires and efforts, should not be to 
promote our own interest or happiness; but to 
glorify God ; to build up the Redeemer's king- 
dom ; and to do good to others. 

Samuel. Did the emperor Justinian allow these 
bishops to stay about the palace in idleness ? 

Mother, No ; he was too industrious in hief 
own habits to allow that. He made a law, for^^ 
bidding them to come to Constantinople, unlesd 
he should send for them. 

Elizabeth. What was the state of the church 
in Africa at this time, mother 1 

Mother, Through the bravery of his genera), 
Belisarius, Justinian recovered Africa from the 
Vandals. This put an end to Arianism there. 
Christians who had been banished were called 
home. But their banishment does not appear to 
have had the effect upon them which we should 
expect from sincere and humble Christians; for 
they were no sooner restored than they began 
to persecute the Arians in turn. 

Samuel Why, mother, if they had been real 
Christians, I think their trials would have been' 
the means of making them grow in grace. 
Then they would have been more holy wheor 
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tbey returned than they were when they were 
banished. But Christ tells us to forgive Our 
enemies, and return good for evil. I do not see 
how they could seek revenge, if they were real 
Christians. 

Mather. It is possible they might. have been 
Christians ; for the best of men are imperfect. 
It is possible, also, that they did not act from 
feelings of revenge. In that daik age, thej 
might have had mistaken views of duty, and 
supposed that they were doing God service, by 
putting down error by force. Two hundred and 
seven bishops held a council at Carthage and 
forbade the Arians and Donatists,* to hold 
meetings. Although th& profession of religion 
was restored, there was little appearance of its 
spirit in all this country. 

EUzabeih. Well, mother, how is it in the 
West? 

Mother, In the year 536, Belisarius took 
Rome from the Goths. Although the emperor 
Justinian professed much zeal in religion, yet 
it does not appear that he was influenced, in his 

* See Stories of the Church in the fourth Century, p. 
41. 
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conduct, by the fear of God. Belisarias profes- 
sed no religion at all ; and a transaction in which 
he was engaged, shows what instruments Jastin- 
ian employed in his service. The empress The- 
odora, gave an order to Vigilius, a deacon of th6 
church of Rome, requiring Belisarius to make 
him bishop. For doing this Vigilius was to give 
him two hundred pounds of gold. Belisarius 
obeyed the order and received the gold. Sllvei- 
rius, the former bishop, was sent into Palmaria, 
where he died. Justinian suffered this infamodd 
transaction to pass without punishment, and al- 
lowed Vigilius to remain bishop. In the year 
555 Vigilius died. Selfishness and deceit mark- 
ed his conduct, while he held the office, which 
he obtained by bribery and corruption. 
Caroline* What is bribery ^ mother ? 
Mother, It is the giving or receiving of re- 
wards for doing wrong. Both Belisarius and 
Vigilius were guilty of bribery. Vigilius gavfe 
money to Belisarius for performing an unjudt 
action. 

Peter, But, how was Vigilius guilty of mur- 
der, mother. 
Mother. He caused Silveri us to be baniiihed, 
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in consequence of which he died. A Jittle before 
the death of this wicked man, Justinian compel- 
ed him, much against his will, to consent to the 
decree of a council held at Constantinople, to 
establish some favorite notion of the emperor. 

Samuel, O how could he be so mean as to 
acknowledge as truth what he did not believe ? 

Mother. He could do it, because he was des- 
titute of religious principle. Several Western 
bishops suffered themselves to be banished rath- 
er than consent to these decrees. Justinian 
employed himself in forming theories of religion , 
instead of applying the simple truths of God's 
word to his own heart. In his old age, he em- 
braced the notion that the body of Christ was 
incorruptible. 

Caroline. "What is incorruptible, mothe, I 
don't understand such hard words. 

Mother, Incorruptible means incapable of 
corruption or decay. You know, my dear, when 
our bodies die, and are laid in the grave, they 
become corrupt, decay, and turn to dust again. 
But the emperor held that the body of Christ 
was not like ours ; and that, if it had remain- 
ed in the 'grave to the end of time it would have 
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been preserved just as it was when it was buri- 
ed. He was so bigoted and tyrannical that he 
thought all men must believe just as he did. 
So he made a law that all the people in the 
empire should believe this notion. 

Samuel Could he make them believe it? 
How can one man control the mind of another ? 
and hovv could they believe it unless they were 
convinced that it was true? 

Mother, He could not compel them to be- 
lieve it, but he could punish them for not believ- 
ing it. Eutychius, bishop of Constantinople, 
refused to publish this law from the pulpit. He 
told the emperor that this was not the doctrine 
of the Apostles. " If the body of Jesus was in- 
corruptible, his death could not have been a re- 
ality. How could a body that was incapable 
of decay be nourished by the milk of its moth- 
er? How was it possible for it, while on the 
cross, to be pierced with the nails or the spear? 
The body of Christ cannot be called incorrupt- 
ible, except as it was not defiled with sin nor 
corrupted in the grave." In consequence of 
this, Eutychius was roughly treated, and ban- 
ished from Constantinople. 
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Elizabeth. Well, mother, I think, he acted 
like a Christian. 

Bfother, Yes ; and Anastasius, bishop of An- 
tioch, also refused to embrace the emperor's no- 
tions. He appears to have been a man of piety 
and Christian firmness. He knew Justinian 
intended to banish him ; and he wrote a fare- 
«yell address to his people. He took- pains to 
confirm them in correct views of the human 
natures of Christ. He daily repeated to hia 
people in the church that saying of the Apostle 
Paul : ** If any man preach to you any other 
Qospel than that which ye have received, let 
him be accursed." Most people around him 
imitated his example. The opinion of the old 
emperor amounted to a denial of the real suffer- 
ings of Christ ; no Christian, therefore, could 
embrace it, without giving up the foundation o( 
l^i^ hopes. But, while Justinian was giving or- 
ders for the banishment of Anastasius, death 
QaiP:^ suddenly upon him. And, from this ex- 
ample, my dear chrildren, you should learn to 
study the Holy Scriptures with humility, prayer, 
aiid pious reverence ; and not set up your own 
opinion against the word of God. 
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Peter. Who was made emperor after Justin- 
ian died 1 

Mother, His nephew Justin. He reoalled all 
the bishops his father had banished, except £u« 
tychiusy bishop of Constantinople. But, after 
the death of John, who Had been appointed in 
his place, Justin was persuaded to hring back 
£utychius. He remained bishop of that city 
till his death. 

Samuel. But, mother, is there nothing more 
that is interesting, about the Western church 
in this Century t 

Mother. Yes, my son, there is much that is 
quite interesting. There was yet much piety 
in Britain, Ireland, Scotland, France, Germany 
and some other countries where the Gospel was 
first preached about this time. But I have not 
said any thing about it, because I wish to turn 
your attention to the great scourge which the 
Lord sent upon the Eastern churches for their 
sins. I will tell you more about the religion 
of Europe, at another time. I have also pass- 
ed over the Paulicians, a sect of Chri^ans 
which arose in the East, during this Ceirtury, 
and spread into Europe ; because I wish to re- 
5 
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Ute their story by itself; perhaps I shall also 
connect it with the history oif some pious mis- 
sionaries of Europe. But I must tell you about 
the monastery of Mount Sinai, in Arabia which 
flourished about this time. 

Caroline. O yes, ntother, do tell us all about 
that ; for I have just been reading about Mount 
Sinai, in my Bible, when it was all on lire and 
trembled and shook so. 

Mother. This monastery was governed by 
John Climmachus, who was called the AbhoU 
Near it was a little monastery called The JPrtS" 
on. In this, all those who had committed any 
great sins, since entering on the monastic lifet 
confined themselves of their own accord. There 
they spent their time in prayer, with every pos- 
sible mark of self-denial and wretchedness. 
They allowed themselves none of the comforts 
of life. In their prayers, they did not ask to be 
delivered entirely from punishment. — They only 
begged not to be punished as their sins deserv- 
ed. The torments to which they voluntarily 
subraiUed were amazing, and continued till their 
death. 

8amueL Why, mother, did these miserable 
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men think they could satisfy God for breaking 
bis holy law, by punishing themselves ? 

Mother, It seems they did ; and so the Pa- 
pists think to this day. 

Elizabeth. Mother, why did they not go to 
Christ and get their sins pardoned, through faith 
in his blood? The Apostte John says, ** The 
blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth from all sin." 

Mother, Although these men were called 
Christians, yet, the light of the glorious Gospel 
must have been shut out from them. If they 
had known that Jesus died for the chief of isin- 
ners, and that they might have free pardon 
through his blood, how would they have rejoic- 
ed ! Yet, these poor deluded souls, by undergo- 
ing such dreadful torments all their lives, could 
not atone for one of their sins. . The least sin 
deserves eternal punishment in hell. God can- 
not pardon a single sin, except the sinner looks 
by f;^ith to Jesus Christ. People are always 
trying to find out some other dependence than 
the blood and righteousness of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. These monks had entirely forsaken the 
only true foundation, and were trusting in their 
own works, and relying on the punishments 
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which they put upod themsekes for their sins. 
Yet such views of religion are far more agree- 
able to the carnal heart, than the doctrine of 
justification by Christ alone. Impenitent sinners 
continually refuse to accept of salvation as a free 
gift. 

CaroUne, Who are impenitent sinners, moth- 
er? 

Mother, They are persons who have not re- 
pented of their sins. 

Caroline, Well, mother, what is it to repent? 

MojLher, To repent is to be heartily sorry be- 
cause we have done wrong and sinned against 
God. 

Peter, Mother, John Greer struck me the 
other day ; and when I told him I would teil 
his ^ father, and have him punished, he began 
to cry, said he was sorry, and begged me not 
to tell his fafher ; but it was not half an hour 
before he struck me again. Did he repent for 
striking me the first time ? 

Mother. No, my son ; he was not sorry that 
he had done wrong, but only that he had ex- 
posed himself to punishment. When a person 
is sorry that he has done wrong, he will hate 
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what he knows is wrong, and not do it' again. 
When one truly repents, he is heartily sorry 
that he has offended God, by breaking his holy 
law ; and this hatred of his sin will prevent him 
from wilfully doing the same thing over again. 
But, as I was sayings although impenitent sin- 
ners think they wish to be saved, yet they con- 
tinually refuse to accept of salvation as a free 
gift. Still, I have no doubt most of them would 
freely suffer all that these wretched men did, if 
they could be sure of going to heaven for it. 

Samuel. Why, mother, if people would do so 
much to be saved, what is the reason that they 
do not accept of the great salvation which Christ 
has purchased with his own blood, when God 
is all the time urging them to come to Christ, 
and receive pardon and mercy, " without money 
and without price." It seems to me they act 
very foolishly. 

Mother. Indeed, my son, they do act very 
foolishly ; but it is not difficult to see the rea- 
son why they act so. It is because they are too 
proud to be indebted entirely to Christ for 
the salvation of their souls. This is too hum- 
bling to their ideas of their own importance. 
5* 
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They would be very willing to bay salvation ; 
because they could still think themselves inde- 
pendent of God. They could still indulge the 
pride of their own hearts, and feel their own 
consequence. All mankind would be glad to 
be 8a?ed, if they could have the glory to them- 
selves. But they are not willing that the "Lord 
Jesus should have all the glory of their salvation. 
Elizabeth. O, mother, I should think they 
would be willing to be saved in any way that 
God pleases ; since they have lost his favor and 
exposed themselves tp eternal punishment. 

Mother. Yet there are multitudes among us 
who are coutint^ally urged to accept salvation 
freely ; but who are so proud that they would 
rather lose their souls than to be saved in this 
way. This pride is at the bottom of all sin. — 
Satan, when he was an angel in heaven, was too 
preud to submit to the government of God ; he 
wanted to be independent ; so he rebelled against 
Him. Wicked people now rebel against God, 
for the same reason. 

Samufil Will you tell us now about Moham* 
med and his followers, mother ? 

Mather. I have no time for it now, ray son. 
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I will begin the account at our next conversa- 
tion ; bat it will take a number of evenings to 
finish it. 1 will conclude what I have to] say 
at present, about the affairs of the East, and 
then it will be time to retire. In the year 610, 
Phocas, the emperor of the East, was killed by 
Hereclius, who reigned in his place. Phocas 
was one of the most vicious tyrants that evet 
lived. He made his way to the throne through 
the blood of the former emperor, whom he mur- 
dered ; and now the Lord rewarded him accord^ 
ing to his doings. As he had risen up against 
the life of his master, so now his own servant 
rose up against him. I^ the beginning of the 
reign of Hereclius, the Persians overran the 
Eastern parts of the empire, and took Jerusa- 
lem. All Asia groaned under their cruelties 
and oppressions ; and the people were afflicted 
with scourge after scourge for their long abuse 
of the Gospel. There was scarcely any thing 
but the name of religion in all the country 
where the Gospel was first preached. But here 
and there the Lord raised up individuals to 
bear witness of the truth. At this time lived 
John, bishop of Alexander. He was called the 
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Alm&ner, on account of his extensive eharities. 
He was, to the Eastern church, like a bright and 
shining light in a dark night. People flocked 
into Egypt from all the countries which had 
been overrun by the Persians. He supplied their 
necessities daily. He sent relief to those that 
remained in Jerusalem. He brouglit back those 
who were taken captive in war and sold into 
slavery. He placed the sick, and wounded in 
hospitals, and visited them himself, two or three 
times a week.- '* Should the whole world come 
to Alexandria," said he, '' they could not ex- 
haust the treasures of God." Such was his 
faith. He knew that God was able to supply 
all their wants ; '' for the silver and gold are 
'his, and the cattle upon a thousand hills." He 
knew also that God had promised to hear the 
prayers of his children. In Egypt they have 
no rain ; but the river Nile overflows its banks 
once a year, and waters the land. That year 
the Nile did not rise as high as usual, and it 
was a barren season. ' Provisions were scarce, 
and still crowds of distressed persons poured 
into Alexandria. John continued to provide 
for their necessities, till he had neither money 
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nor credit. In this trying time, be trusted with 
confidence in God, praying that he would sup- 
ply the wants of the needy* In this state of 
deep distress, a person offered to give him a 
lar^e sum of money, if he would appoint him 
deacon. 

Samuel. Why, mother, I should not think 
there was any thing in the office 6f deacon to 
tempt a man to huy it with money. 

Mother. There is not now ; but at that time 
all the property of the church, and all her tern* 
poral concerns were entrusted to the deacons ; 
and in large towns, the income of the church, 
arising from presents, and from other sources, 
was very great Much of this wealth was in- 
tended to be given to the poor, who were very 
numerous in such places. The distribution of 
it was the peculiar, office of the deacon ; so 
that if dishonest, he might very easily enrith 
himself out of it. But the bishop rejected the 
offer. " As to my brethen, the poor," said he, 
** God, who fed them before you and I were 
born, will take care of them now, if we obey 
him. He did not think, as the Papists have 
done, that he might raise money by unlawful 
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means, to promote a good object. He knew that 
God regards obedience more than sacrifices, or 
gifts ; and he was satisfied to do what he could 
without disobeying God. And God rewarded 
his fidelity. Soon after, he heard of the arrival 
of two large ships, which he had sent into Italy 
for corn. "I thanli thee, O Lord," said he, 
with great joy, " that thou hast kept me from 
selling thy gift for money." He gave daily 
support to seven thousand five hundred poor. 
He allowed them to call on him at all times. 
"If God," said he, " allow us to enter into his 
house at all times, how ought we to conduct 
ourselves toward our brethren?" He studied 
the Scriptures daily, and his conversation was 
instructive and heavenly. If any person was 
guilty of slander or evil . speaking in his pres- 
ence, he would give another direction to the 
conversation. If the person still went on, he 
would direct his servant not to let him come in- 
to his house again This was an example wor- 
thy of being imitated by all Christians. The 
practice of speaking evil of person who are 
not present, is most severely condemned in the 
Bible. 
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Elizabeth. Mother, I have often thought of 
that, when I have heard members of the church 
talking about other members, and telling over all 
their faults. I wonder how they can get along 
with their consciences* 

Mother, It is greatly to be lamented that this 
practice so generally prevails among professors 
of religion. It is a great sin, and I have no 
doubt that the frown of God often rests u|)on 
the church on account of it. But when we 
listen and appear pleased to hear one person 
speak evil of another, we become partakers of 
his sin. By frowning upon such conversation, 
and manifesting our displestsure, we might pre- 
vent it. In the year 616, John left Alexandria, 
for fear of the Persians. Soon after, he died in 
Cyprus, in the same spirit in which he had lived. 
The same year, Chrosroes, the haughty king 
of Persia, conquered Alexandria and Egypt 
Heraclius saw that his empire was going to 
ruin, and desired peace. The haughty tyrant 
told him that he would never make peace with 
him till he would renounce Christ, and worship 
the sun. There was very little difference in 
the moral characters of these two wicked men. 
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But the king of Persia was a bold blasphemer 
of the living and tme Ood, while Herecliua 
confessed his name, and honored him with his 
lips. God confounds his op^en enemies in the 
face of all mankind. If you will turn to the 18th 
and 19th chapters of 2d Kings, you will find a 
remarkable instance of this. 

Samuel. O yes, mother, I remember all about 
it. The wicked king of Assyria sent Rabsfafr* 
keh to Hezekiah, king of Judah, to blaspheme 
the name of God, and set him at defiance. But 
Hezekiah prayed to God, and he sent his angel 
in the night to the camp of the king of Assyria, 
and killed one hundred and eighty five thousand 
of his men. But Hezekiah was a good man ; 
it seems to me the cases are not alike. 

Mother, If you will read these chapters with 
attention, you will see that it was not for Heze« 
kiah's sake, that the Lord wrought this wonder* 
ful deliverance ; but on account of his own glo* 
ry. The Lord regards the arrogance and rage 
of this man as directed against himself. He 
says to him, '' Because thy rage against me and 
thy tumult is come into mine ears, therefore will 
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I put my hook in thy nose," &c.* However, the 
arrogant and blasphemous conduct of the Per- 
sian king roused the spirit of Hereclius, and 
God gave him wonderful success He gained 
repeated victories over the king of Persia, and 
took from him most of his kingdom. After 
this, like Sennacharib, he was murdered by his 
own son.t After this period, there is scarcely 
any thing worth relating in the history of the, 
Eastern church. It was overrun with divisions 
and false doctrines. The bishops K)f Constanti* 
nople and most of the emperors embraced t(fe 
prevailing errors. Here and there, individuals 
rose up in defence of the truth, but they were 
persecuted in the most barbarous manner. Max- 
imus, with two other holy men, were cruelly 
shipped, their tongues torn out, and their right 
hands cut off. In this situation they were 
thrown into prison, where ^hey remained till 
their death. Scarcely a vestige of true piety re- 
mained in all the country where the Lord poured 
out his Spirit in such a wonderful manner upon 
the first Christians. They had long abused the 

*I1 Kings, 19: 28. 
t If Kings, 19 : 37. 
6 
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higest privileged. The iord was now preparing 
a scourge for them^ in order to accomplish his 
threatnings against backsliders. 

QUESTIONS. 

What took place tn the East, ia the year 627 P What 
particulars can you relate of the life and character ot 
the emperor Justinian ? Did the church ever receive any 
bene^t from being supported by government? From 
What motives should ministers of the Gospel engage in 
their work ^ What ought to be the object -of private 
Christians, in all they db ? What was the state of re* 
ii|ion in Africa, during the reign of Justinian? What 
happened at Elome ? What is bribery ? How did Jus- 
tinian employ himself? What notion did heembi^ace id 
his old age ? What law did he make about it ? Who re* 
sisted this law P What did he do to them ? 'How did 
God punish him ? What can you relate of the monas- 
tery of Mount Sinai ? If people punish themselvesi 
will that satisfy God's justice ? What does every sin de- 
serve ? In what way only can God pardon sin ? What 
makes impenitent Sinners hate this way ? What is ail 
impeniteht sinner ? What is it to repent ? How can we 
tell whether a person has repented or not ? What hap- 
pened in the year 610 ? What happened in the begin* 
ning of the reign of Hereclius ? Can you give an ac- 
count of John, bishop of Alexandria ? What is related 
of Chrosroes and Hereclius. 
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CONVERSATION III. 

The Arabs descended from Ishroael,— Birth and early 
Life of Mohammed,— he marries Cadljah,— begins to 
make converts to his new religion. 

SamueL Mother, yesterday evening you pro- 
mised to tell us about Mohammed and his fol- 
lowers. Where did Mohammed live ? 

Mother. He Jived in Arabia. 

Elizabeth. Was it where the wandering 
Arabs live, mother? 

Mother. Yes, he was an Arab himself. 

SamueL I have read about the Arabs of the 
desert, they are a savage people, who wander 
about from place to place, robbing and plunder- 
ing every one they meet. I have often thought 
they must be the descendants of Ishmael ; for 
the Lord told Abraham that Ishmael should be 
a wild man ; and that his hand should be against 
every man, and every man's hand against him. 

Mother. You are right, my son. After God 
liad promised Isaac to Abraham, and told him 
that Sarah his wife should be the mother of 
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many nations, Abraham prayed that Ishroael 
might be blessed too. The Lord told him that 
he had heard his prayer, and blessed Ishmael. 
He promised to make him a great nation^ and 
told Abraham that he should have twelve sons 
who should be princes.* In the twenty-fifth 
chapter of Genesis, the names of these twelve 
princes are given. And here we see a striking 
similarity between the Ishipaelites and Jews. 
They were both divided into twelve tribes. The 
tribes of the Ishmaelites were called after the 
twelve sous of Ishmael ; and the tribes of the 
Jews, after the twelve sons of Jacob. In the 
18th verse of the same chapter, we are told that 
these tribes dwelt from Havilah unto Shur, 
which is before Egypt, on the way to Assyria. 
This was the same country which is now called 
Arabia. Josephus, the Jewish historian, says 
that the twelve tribes of Ishmael have given 
names to the whole race of the Arabs. The 
tribes of Nebajoth and Kedar were the most 
powerful of the twelve, and sometimes the 
whole country was called after their names; 
just as the whole country of the Israelites was 

* Gen. 17: 15£-90. 
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often called after the names of Judah and 
Ephraim. Jerorae, who lived in the fourth 
Century, speaks of Kedar as a country of the 
Arabian desert, inhabited by the Ishroaelites, 
who were called Saracens. You know that 
'* Ishmael was circumcised when he was thir* 
teen years old." 

Elizabeth. Yes, mother, I can turn to the 
place which gives ^fi account of his circumcis^ 
ion. It is in the 25th verse of the 17th chapter 
of Genesis. 

Mother. Well, the Arabs have always prac* 
tised circumcision ; and what is still more re* 
markable, they perform this rite at the age of 
thirteen years. Again, as Samuel remarked, 
the angel who saw Hagar in the wilderness, said 
of Ishmael, ** He shall be a wild man, his hand 
will be against every man, and every man's hand 
against him."* Such has always been the char, 
acter of the Arabs. They are a nation of rob- 
bers. So completely have they maintained this 
character, that, many hundred years ago, they 
were, by other nations, called Saracens, which 
means plunekrers, or robbers. In addition to 

• Gen. 16 : 12. 
6» 
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this, the Arabs themselves universally believe 
thatthej are the descendants of Ishmael. 

Samuel Where was Mohammed born, moth- 
er? 

Mother. Mohammed, (or Mahomet, as he 
more frequently but incorrectly was called,) was 
born at Mecca, a city of Arabia, in the year of 
our Lord 569. The Arabians or Arabs have 
always been divided into a number of separate 
and independent tribes. These wander at large 
over the sandy deserts, living in tents, but a short 
time in a place. There are, however, a few cit- 
ies, where the inhabitants live by trading. The 
tribe called the Koreish was at this time the 
most noble and powerful. Mohammed was de- 
scended in a direct line from the founder of this 
tribe. His father's name was Abdallah, one of 
the thirteen sons of Abdol Motalleb. Abdol 
Motalleb was the chief of the tribe, the governor 
of Mecca, and the keeper of the sacred tem- 
ple in that city. Hashem, the grandfather of 
Mohammed, was the most distinguished name 
among his ancestors. From him, the kindred 
of Mohammed were called Hashemites. 

Samuel. I suppose, then, that Mohammed 
was a rich man ; was he not, mother ? 
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Mother, No, my son ; although his father 
>¥asthe son of a rich prince, yet he had but lit^- 
tle property. He died when his son was but 
two years old. Mohammed, was thus left father- 
less, with no property, except five camejs and 
an Egyptian slave. Four years after the death 
of his father, he lost his mother also. His grand- 
fatber Motalleb then took the young orphan to 
his own house. But, two years after, MotalJeb 
also died ; and Mohammed went to live with his 
uncle Abu Taleb. This uncle was the eldest 
soo of Motalleb ; and after his death, became 
the governor of Mecca, and keeper of the tem- 
ple. He intended to make a merchant of Mo- 
hammed ; and at the age of thirteen years, sent 
him into Syria, with his trading company. Some 
time after this, there was war between the Kore- 
ish tribe and the tribes of Kenan and Hawazen. 
His ancie commanded the army of his tribe, and 
he became a soldier under him. They returned 
victorious ; and this raised him and his uncle in 
the esteem of their tribe. After this, he contin- 
ued in the employment of his uncle, until he 
was twenty-five years old. 

Eliasabeth, Was Mohammed a man of great 
natural abilities, mother ? 
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Mother. Yes; he possessed uncommoD tal* 
ents combined with pleasing manners ; and he 
grew more and more popular among the people. 
About this time he engaged in the service of a 
rich trading widow of Mecca, named Cadijah. — 
As her agent, he took a journey to Damascus, 
and other parts of Syria, where he traded three 
years. She was very well satisfied with his mao* 
agement of her concerns ; and when he return* 
ed, she married him. She was forty years old 
when they were married, and he was but twenty- 
eight. ' 

Samuel Why, mother, I think that was a 
very unequal match. Do you thinH it right for 
people to marry where there is such a diflference 
in their ages? 

Mother, No, my son ; it is transgressing a 
law of propriety which is founded in the nature 
of things. There is a likeness of feeling in 
persons of nearly the same age, which seldom 
exists when there is much difference in their 
ages ; and in such cases, it is almost impossible 
for the parties to exercise toward each other 
that warmth of affection which is necessary to 
make them happy in each other's society. But 
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such connections are generally formed from 

worldly motives. Affection between the parties 

seldom has much to do with them/ 

Eiizabeth. Why, mother, what worldly mo- 

iives can make people marry when they have no 

affection for each other ? 

Mother. -Such matches are generally formed 
for the sake of money, or some other worldly 
advantage. 

Elizabeth. Is it possible that any one can 
bav« so little feeling as to marry for money ? 

Mother, Most people are governed altogether 
by what they consider to be their worldly inte- 
rests ; and I suppose it was so in this case. 
However this may be, they lived together twen- 
ty-four years, and had eight children. By this 
marriage, Mohammed was raised to an equality 
with the first citizens of Mecca. From that 
time till he was forty years old, he lived at his 
ease; but during these twelve years, he contriv- 
ed the plan of imposing a new religion upon the 
world. 

Elizabeth. How could he be so base as to 
impose upon the world a religion which he knew 
to be false ? What good could it do him ? 
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Mother. Supreme selfishness was no doubt 
Mohammed's ruling motive. He wished to exalt 
himself, by becoming the heatl of a powerful par- 
ty ; and this he did most effectually, as we shall 
«ee presently. The same motive rules in the 
hearts of all unrenewed men. All impenitent 
fiinners make 5g/f their god ; and the great ob- 
ject for which they live is to exalt themelves, 
and to promote their own worldly interests. 

Samuel. Mother, I suppose you do not mean 
to say that all unconverted men are as bad as 
Mohammed. A great many men who make no 
profession of religion, seem to act from better 
principles than he did. 

Mother. I do not intend to say that all unre- 
newed men go as far in wickedness as he did ; 
but only that the ruling motive or principle 
which governs all their conduct is the same. 
Cfod prevents them from acting out the disposi- 
tions of their hearts, to the extent which Mo- 
hammed did, or they would be as bad as he was. 

Elizabeth. How does God prevent them, 
mother ? 

Mother. In a great many ways. He places 
them in different circumstances. Very few 
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men have the opportunity of being aa wicked 
as Mohammed was ; and where the principles^ 
of the Bible are known, and generally received 
as the truth of God^ they exercise an influence 
over the actions of those who do not cordially 
receive them into their hearts,, as the rule of 
their lives. 

Peter, Well, mother, I want to hear the rest 
of the storyr What did Mohammed do, after he 
had finished all his plans ? 

Mother, My son, it will de you very little 
good to hear the story, if you do not learn to 
think about it. One great objecl in studying 
history, is to learn human nature ; to see how 
the depravity of the human heart manifests it- 
self, in different ways, and under various cir- 
cumstances. Another is, to learn the history of 
God's Providence, and to see illustrations of his' 
government, in various forros,^ suited to all the 
circumstances of life. And, if we are close 
observers, we shall discover that human nature 
is the same in principle, under all circumstanc- 
es, — depraved, opposed to the truth, and alienate 
ed from God. We may also distinctly trace the 
hand of God in every event. After Mohammed 
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had finished all his plans, he began, in a grada^ 
al and cautious manner, to make known the 
principles of his religion. He had for sometime 
been in the habit of going every day to the cave 
of Hera, which is near Mecca. He pretended 
that he spent his time there in fasting, prayer, 
and holy meditation. As he returned home in 
the evening, he would tell his wife that he had 
seen visions and heard voices, in the cave. She 
would not believe him at first ; but after a while 
he told her that the angel Gabriel had appeared 
to him, and appointed him the Apostle of God. 
Whether she really believed this ; or whether 
she saw in it a prospect of earthly greatness, is 
uncertain ; but by some means she was persuad- 
ed to embrace this new religion. She then im' 
mediately told what she heard to her cousin, 
Waraka. He had studied the Bible, and profess^ 
ed to be a Christian ; but his heart had never 
been changed. Some suppose that he was in 
the secret with Mohammed. Be this as it may, 
he agreed to the story as soon as he heard it. 
He told her that her husband was the great 
prophet foretold by Moses. 

Samuel Did she believe the Bible, mother? 
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Mother, I suppose ali the Mohammedans 
profess to believe the Bible ; for they are taught 
in the Koran to believe that the appearance of 
Mohammed, and the establishment of his reli- 
gion are foretdd in the Scriptures. 
Elizabeth, Is that tnie, mother ? 
Mother, Yes ; the establishment of the Mo- 
hammedan religion is foretold in the Scriptures, 
as I shall show you, after I have related the story ; 
but it is in a very different sense from what they 
suppose. Instead of his being spoken of in the 
Bible as a prophet of the Lord, he and his fol- 
lowers are represented as scourges which God 
would- bring upon men on account of their sin6« 
The night upon which Mohammed pretended 
to have seen the angel Gabriel, is called '* Al 
Kadr,*' which means, " the night of divine dc 
cree" This night is greatly celebrated among 
his followers. He pretended that the Koran, 
which is the Mohammedan Bible, was sent down 
on that night, from the seventh to the lowest 
heaven. There it was revealed to the prophet 
by Gabriel, as occasion might require. 

Samuel, Why, mother, how could they be- 
lieve such things, and believe the Bible too ; for 
7 
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• 

it says in Revelations, '* If any man shall add 
unto these things, Qod shall add unto him the 
plagues that are written in this book; and Paul 
says in Galatians, *' Though we, or an angel 
from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you 
than that which we have preached unto you, let 
him be accursed."* 

Mother. They believed it just as many peo* 
pie do now, who embrace notions no less absurd 
than those of Mohammed. Even in this coun- 
try, where so much light is shed on the Holj 
Scriptures, there are multitudes called Chris* 
tians, who deny the most important truths of the 
Bible ; and some of them have made a new Bi- 
ble, called " The Book of Mormon;^' yet thej 
find a great many followers. 

Elizabeth. Do they pretend to believe the 
Bible, toot 

Mother. Yes ; they profess to believe the Bi« 
ble, and to hs^ve the gift of tongues and of 
prophecy ; and they pretend that there is author- 
ity for all these things in the Bible. 

Peter, Mother, if people can prove what they 
please from the Bible, how can we know when 

•Rev. 22: 18; Gal. 1: 8. 
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we are right ? I heard a man say, there were so 
many opinions about what the Bible means, that 
he could not tell what to believe. 

Mother, My son, we are not to ask what oth- 
ers believe ; but what does the Bible teach ? 
And, if we will come to the Bible in an humble^ 
teachable frame of mind, we shall find little diffi- 
calty in understanding what it means, so far as- 
it is necessary ' that we should understand it. 
Many people give themselves much unnecessary 
trouble about the different opinions of men ; but, 
if they would carefully examine the Bible, they 
would find that it is foretold there that false 
Ghrists and false prophets shall arise and de- 
ceive many.* So this very thing, which makes 
so many people think there is no reality in the 
religion of Jesus, is itself the fulfillment of proph- 
ecies recorded in the Bible, and so an evidence 
of the truth of that blessed book. 

Samuel But, what is the reason, mother, 
that people of equal understanding judge so dif- 
ferently about what the Bible means ? 

Mother* My dear son, the Bible gives us the 
reason : — ^* The natural man receiveth not the 

* Mat. 24: 5,24; U TheB8.2: 9-11; Jer. 14 : 14. 



d by Google 



76 THE FALSE PROPHET. 

things of the Spirit of God : for they are fool- 
ishness uoto him ; neither can he know thenij 
because they are spiritually discerned."* This 
explains the whole mystery. The natural or 
carnal heart is too proud to bow to the hum- 
bling truths of the Gospel ; and as the unrenew- 
ed man has no experience of the power of reli- 
ion in his own heart, he cannot understand the 
spiritual things revealed in the Scriptures. In- 
deed they cannot be experimentally understood 
and realized, but by the influence of the Holy 
Spirit, opening the heart, as the Lord opened 
the heart of Lydia,t to receive the truth. But 
people whose hearts nave not been changed by 
the Holy Spirit, are too wise in their own eyes 
to submit their reason to the simple word of 
God ; and the Bible tells us that there is more 
hope of fools than of such persons. | 

Peter. But how can we know whether we 
rightly understand the Bible or not ? 

Mother. The Bible answers this question 
also, my son. The Lord Jesus tells us that, if 
we will do the will of God, we shall know of 

*I Cor. 2: 14. t Acts 16; 14. 

t Prov. 16 : 12. 
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this doctrine, whether it be of God or not* 
And the Apostle John says '' He that belieTeth 
on the Sbn of God, hath the witness in him- 
8elf."t This means that the true Christian, 
who receives the truth of God in the love of it^ 
will experience, in his own soul, the feelings de- 
scribed in the Bible, as the exercises of the new- 
born soul ; and so his own heart will witness to 
the truth of the Bible. 

JBli%aheth. But, mother, there are many dif- 
ferent denominations of real Christians. Why 
do they not all believe alike ? 

Mother, They do believe alike in relation to 
the essential points of Scripture truth. They 
agree in Christian experience, and the way of 
salvation by Christ The reason why Chris- 
tians err in judging of the truth is, that they are ^ 
not wholly sanctified. They are not entirely 
free from sin, which blinds their eyes. But, the 
opinions which we form of religious truth will 
be correct, just in proportion as we submit our 
reason, with child-like simplicity, to the word of 
God, willing to believe just what it teaches. 



* John 7: 17. t IJohnS: 10. 

7* 
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Caroline. O, mother, I want t5 hear the rest 
of the story about Mohamined. 

Mother. Well, after he had gained over his 
wife, he continued to live in an austere manner, 
so as to make people think he was very holy. 
Not long after, his servant, Zeid Ebn* son of 
Hareth, embraced his religion. Mohammed ino- 
mediately set him at liberty. In imitation of his 
example, his followers always let their slaves go 
free, when they embraced their religion. Ali» 
son of Abu Taleb, and cousin of Mohammed, 
was his next convert. He was a young man of 
a zealous, fiery temper. He called himself the 
first of the believers. His fourth and most im- 
portant convert was Abubeker. He was a pow- 
erful citizen of Mecca ; and by his influence, a 
number of persons of rank and authority were 
brought over to the faith. These were Othman, 
Zobair, Saad, Abdorrahman, and Abu Obeidab. 
They* afterwards became the principal leaders 
of Mohammed's armies, and his chief instru- 
ments in establishing his religion and his empire. 
He was four years in bringing over these nine 
individuals ; and they were all the followers he 

* Ebn means 5on, — ^thus, Zeid son of Hareth. 
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had, when he began to make his pretended mis. 
sioQ public. He was now forty-four years old. 

Elizabeth. Why, mother, I always thought 
the religion of Mohammed spread faster than 
the religion of Christ. But Christ preached on- 
ly three years in^all ; and when he was crucified, 
he had more than five hundred followers.* 

Mother, While Mohammed . depended only 
upon the value of his system to recommend it, 
his progress was very slow ; for there is no moral 
power in error. Christ and his apostles depen- 
ded alone upon the moral force of the truth, ac- 
companied by the Holy ISpirit. No other sys- 
tem ever made its way so rapidly, without the 
aid of force. Mohammed must have felt the want 
of moral power in his religion, while he was try^ 
ing to spread it by preaching and persuasion ; 
for as soon as he had, by great zeal and perseve- 
rance, made a few converts, we find him taking 
up arms, to compel the people to embrace it. 

It is very remarkable that Mohammed retired 
to the cave of Hera, to contrive his imposture, 
just about the time that Boniface, bishop of 
Rome, was declared Universal Bishop of the 
church, by the tyrant Phocas.t The bishop of 

• I Cor. 15: 6. + See Great Aportwy, p. 77. 
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Rome did not obtain any civil power till some 
time after this ; neither did Mohammed. But 
both these anti-Christian powers rose up about 
the same time. 

QUESTIONS, 

From whom are the Arabs descended P Can you men- 
tion any proofs of this ? When and where was Moham- 
med born ? How have the Arabs always been divided ? 
How have they lived ? From what tribe was Moham- 
med descended? Can you give an account of his early 
life ? How old was he when he married Oadijafa ? How 
old was she ? Was it proper for him to marry » one oo 
much older than himself? Why ? How long did they 
live together, and how many children had they f What 
was the ruling motive of Mohammed's conduct ? What 
is the governing motive of all unconverted persons ? 
What prevents some persons from being as wicked as 
others? What objects should we have in view while 
8tudyi|ig history ? What etfect had Mohammed's mar- 
riage upon his condition in life ? What did he do be- 
tween this time and his fortieth year ? How did Mo- 
hammed first begin to make known the principles of his 
new religion? Who were his first converts? How 
Icmg did it take him to make nine converts ? How ma- 
ny followers had Christ afler preaching three years ? 
Why was Christ's ministry so much the more powerful ? 
What pther remarkable anti-Christian powers rose up at 
the same time with Mohammedanism ? 
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CONVERSATION IV. 

MohAinmed makes known his mission, — He is treated 
y^lih contempt by his relations, — His doctrines, — the 
Koran, — He is reviled by the people of Mecca. 

Caroline. Mother, will you please to tell us 
more about Mohammed? 

Mother. Yes, my dear ; I am glad that you 
are ioterested with the story. After he had la* 
bored four years in private, to make nine con- 
verts, he declared that the Lord had comman- 
ded him to make bis message publicly known. 
He therefore told Ali to make a great feast, and 
invite the descendants of his grandfather, Abdol 
Motalleb. At this feast, he intended to make 
known to them his apostolic commission. But 
Abu Taleb caused some disturbance, and the 
company broke up before he had an opportunity 
of doing so. The next day, Mohammed invited 
them to his own house, and about forty came. 
When they were all assembled, Mohammed ad- 
dressed them, and said : " I know, of do man in 
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the whole country of the Arabs, who can pro- 
pose any thing more excellent to his neighbors 
than what I now do to you : I offer you happi- 
ness both in this life and in that which is to 
come. Qod Almighty hath commanded me to 
call you unto him. Who, therefore, among you, 
will be my Vizier, and will become my brother 
and Vicegerent?" 

Caroline, What do Vizier and Vicegerent 
mean, mother? 

Mother. Vizier means Assistant, — Vicege- 
rent means one that is entrusted with the power 
of another. 

Samuel I should think his relations would 
have been very much surprised to hear him 
talk so. 

Mother, They were struck with astonish- 
ment, and for some time remained silent. At 
length, Ali broke out in a most extravagant 
strain : **!, O prophet of God, will be thy Vi* 
zier : 1 myself will break out the teeth, pull out 
the eyes, rip open the bellies, and cut off the 
legs, of all those who shall dare oppose thee." 

Elizabeth, Why, mother, did Mohammed 
like what the young man said ? Did he approve 



d by Google 



THE FALSE PROPHET. 6S 

sttcb a spirit? How different is this from th^ 
Gospel of the blessed Jesus, which was first in- 
troduced by a declaration of peace and good will 
to all meti. 

Mother. A very different spirit, indeed ; yet 
Mohammed was overjoyed with the resolution 
of his young disciple; for he caught him in his 
arms and exclaimed, ** This is my brother, mj 
deputy, my successor ; show yourselves obedient 
to him.'* 

SamueL Did his relations submit peaceably 
to him, mother? I should think they would 
have been offended at such a haughty command. 

Mother, It appeared so ridiculous to them, 
that the whole company burst into a loud laugh^ 
telling Abu Taleb, Ali's father, that he must now 
obey his own son. But, when they saw that 
Mohammed was in earnest, they were filled with 
indignation; and after much contention, the as- 
sembly broke up in confusion. 

Elizabeth, I should suppose he would have 
been discouraged at meeting with so little suc- 
cess among his relations. 

Mother. No, my dear ; he was so far from 
being discouraged, that he now began to pr«aeh 



d by Google 



^ . THE FALSE MtOPHBT. 

openly to the people of Mecca. He told them 
that God had sent him to be his prophet on 
earth ; to declare that there is but one God ; to 
denounce the worship of idols; to bring the 
people back to the true and only religion ; to 
promise paradise to such as should believe in 
him ; and to threaten those who woald not be* 
lieve in him with the terrible vengeance of God. 

Samuel What doctrines did he preach, mo- 
ther? 

Mother, His two leading doctrines are, 1. 
That there is but one God, who exists in but 
one person ; and who made all things of noth- 
ing; th«t he alone is to be worshipped, and that 
all idolatry is a foul abomination ; 2. that Mo- 
hammed is the prophet of God. He taught that 
God had revealed himself in former times to 
Moses, the prophets, and Jesus ; but that at last 
he sent Mohammed with the Koran, to abolish 
all the laws taught by them, and guide^ all na- 
tions to a state of firm and lasting happiness. 

Samuel. Did he preach no other doctrines, 
mother? 

Mother, Yes ; his followers believe that there 
are two recording angels in heaven, one stand- 
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ing on the right hand of God, and the other on 
the left, who keep an account of all the actions 
of men, both good and bad ; that afler people 
die, two angels will ask them who was their 
Liord and prophet ; those who shall be able to 
answer that God was their only Lord, and Mo- 
hammed their prophet, they s^y shall find a great 
light in their graves, and shall rest in glory ; but 
those who cannot so answer these questions, 
shall be kept in darkness till the day of judg- 
ment. They hold that, at the end of the world, 
after the last trumpet shall have sounded, all 
things will turn to nothing again, and God only 
shall remain in existence ; but aderwards ,all 
creatures will be again raised to life, and gath- 
ered together for judgment. At that day, they 
believe God, accompanied by Mohatnmed, will 
judge all mankind ; and that Mohammed, will 
intercede for his followers. All the works of 
men, say they, will be weighed in scales, the 
good against the bad. Those whose good works 
outweigh their bad, shall enter immediately into 
Paradise. Those whose bad actions outweigh 
their good, shall be cast into hell. Those whose 
good and bad deeds are equal, shall remain in 
8 
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the middle, between Paradise and hell, without 
either enjoying happiness or enduring misery ; 
but all of them who are Mohammedans shall be 
released from this confinement, at the second 
intercession of Mohammed. They believe that 
there is a sharp edged bridge, placed over hell, 
which is as long as this world, and as high in 
proportion, but not wider than a single thread of 
a spider's web ; and this they say is overhung on 
both sides with briers and thorns. Over this 
bridge they say all mankind must pass. The 
good Mohammedans will pass over swifter than 
lightning. But the wicked, and those who do 
not believe in Mohammed, will slip and fall 
headlong into hell fire. Yet all Mohammedans 
will be delivered even from hell at the secood 
intercession of Mohammed. 

Samuel. Why, mother, how could Moham- 
med make his followers believe such things? 
How can any body think of setting off his good 
works against this sins ? When we do well, we 
only just obey God ; and this is our duty. If 
we had never sinned, we should have been under 
obligation to obey him perfectly, how then can 
we make up for our past sins, by doing ooly 
what we ought to have done all the time ? 
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Mother. True, my son : but you see here, the 
skill and cunning and crafty deceiver. All his 
doctrines are calculated to^ please the carnal 
mind, and cherish the pride of the natural heart 
The first article of Mohammed's creed is calcu- 
lated to strike a deadly blow both at heathenism 
and Christianity. It aims to overthrow the doc- 
trine of the Trinity, which lies at the founda^ 
tion of the Christian religion ; and also the ab- 
surd notion of the heathen that there are a 
multitude of gods. Having thus cleared his 
way, bis next object is to exalt himself, by 
placing himself next to God. You know, my 
dear chrildren, that, if you disobey me only once, 
and that in the most trifling matter, you deserve 
punishment, because you set up your own wills 
in opposition to my authority. If you obey me 
all the rest of your lives, it will not make sat- 
isfaction for this one act of disobedience. That 
will only be doing what you ought to do all the 
time. As God has a right to require perfect 
obedience of all his creatures, they cannot merit 
any thing by such obedience. They are only 
doing their duty. Mohammed teaches his fol- 
lowers that God is indebted to them for every 
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good thing they do ; and that their good deeds 
will balance against their sins. But God has 
commanded us to do good all the time ; and if 
we do wickedly but once in our whole lives, we 
deserve eternal punishment. 

Elizabeth. But I think this doctrine mnst 
be very pleasing to the natural heart, which is 
too proud to submit to the humbling doctrines 
of Christ. 

Mother. ' Yes, my dear, all impenitent sin- 
ners would be glad if they could purchase sal- 
vation by doing good, without repenting of the 
sins they have already committed. But they 
hate the doctrines of the Gospel, because pardon 
is offered them freely, for the price that Christ 
has paid, so that they will be indebted to him 
for it. All Mohammed's doctrines are calculat- 
ed to exalt the merit of human actions ; but the 
doctrines of Christ teach us that there is no 
merit in anything we ban do. The religion of 
Mohammed cultivates a proud and self-righteous 
spirit. The religion of Jesus Christ humbles 
the pride of man, and teaches him that he has 
no righteousness of his own. 

SamueL What kind of a place do the Mo- 
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faammedans believe heaven to be? I- should 
think Mohammed's ideas of spiritual things 
were so low and mean that he could not have 
had any correct views of that holy place. 

Mather. You are right, my son. Moham- 
med's ideas of heaven are also calculated to 
please the corrupt dispositions of the carnal 
heart. He tells his followers that, in Paradise, 
they shall repose on couches lined with thick 
silk, interwoven with gold. The fruit of their 
gardens shall be near at hand. This fruit shall 
be served up to them by beautiful girls, whose 
complexions shall be like rubies and pearls. 
Besides these, he says there shall be two other 
gardens dressed in eternal green. In each of 
these, there will be two springs, pouring out 
plenty of water, and a variety of fruits and 
shade trees. These will also be full of beautiful 
girls, with fine black eyes. Youths, who can 
never grow old, or alter in their appearance, will 
wait on them with cups of flowing wine. They 
shall drink in abundance, and it shall not make 
their heads ache, neither shall they be drunken. 
They are to be dressed in blankets of fine green 
silk, adorned with gold and silver. The ground 
8* 
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of their Paradise, the Mohammedans say, is 
made of the finest wheat flour, or of musk, or of 
Saffron. Its stones are pearls and jacinths. 
Two of its buildings are enriched with gold 
and silver. The bodies of all its trees are of 
gold. The most remarkable of these is the tree 
of happiness. This is said to be situated in the 
palace of Mohammed, and a branch of it reaches 
the house of every true believer. It will be laden 
with all manner of precious fruits, so that, if a 
man desires to taste of any particular kind of 
fruit, it will be immediately presented to him. 
Such is the description of Mohammed's heaven. 

Caroline, Why, mother, I think Mohammed 
was very cunning, if he wanted to persuade 
people to follow him, to tell them such stories 
about heaven. 

Mother. Yes, my dear ; it is evident that he 
was well acquainted with human nature, and 
that he knew how to make his appeal to the bas- 
est passions of the human heart. To the Arabs, 
who are accustomed only to the dry and sandy 
deserts of Arabia, such a Paradise would be pe- 
culiarly grateful. Every thing here is intended 
to gratify the natural appetites and passions of 
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depraved human nature. But the enjoyments of 
heaven, described in the holy Scriptures, are too 
spiritual to please the depraved t^ste of man- 
kind. ** Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 
neither have entered into the heart of man, the 
things which God hath prepared for those that 
love him. fiut God hath revealed them unto 
us, hy his Holy Spirit." The Bible tells us that 
" fiesh and blood shall not inherit the kingdom 
of God ;*\ and that, in heaven, men shall be ''as 
the angels of God."* 

Elizabeth. What kind of preparation do Mo- 
' hammed's followers make for their heaven? 
Mother. Just such as suits the proud self- 
righteous spirit of the unrenewed h^art. They 
must helieve in Mohammed, be faithful to him, 
and fight against the Infidels, as all are called 
who do not embrace their religion. 

Caroline. Why, mother, donH he tell theiQ 
that their hearts must be changed ? 

Mother. No, my dear ; Mohammed's religion 
does not reach the heart. Holiness of heart and 
life makes no part of the qoal^ifications necessa- 

*lCor 15: 50; Mat. 22: 30. 
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ry for his heaven ; and no mention is made of 
the exercise of holy feelings and of spiritual en- 
joyment by its inhabitants. It is a heaven of 
sensual pleasure, painted out in the most extrav- 
agant colors which his imagination could invent ! 
but free from all the pain, distress, and bitter- 
ness of soul, which follow the excessive indul- 
gence of animal appetites and passions in this 
life. This was exactly calculated to inspire 
with furious zeal the savage people upon whom 
he imposed his religion ; and this is the grand 
secret of his success. 

Peter. Mother, what kind of a place is Mo- 
hammed's hell ? 

Mother, It is just the opposite of his heaven. 
AH the punishments endured there, consist of 
bodily suffering. The description which the 
Mohammedans give of the place is most horrible. 
Xhose who do not believe in Mohammed, they 
say, shall be dressed in garments of fire. Boil- 
ing water shall be poured upon their heads. 
Their bowels and their skin shall be consumed, 
and they shall be beaten with instruments of 
iron. Whenever they try to get out of hell, they 
shall be dragged back again, their tormentors 
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say iog to them, " Taste ye the pain of burning." 
They shall be cast into a scorching fire to be 
broiled. They shall be compelled to drink wa- 
ter from a boiling spring. They shall have no 
food but dry thorns and thistles. They shall 
have a mixture of filthy and boiling water to 
driok. This description is indeed terrible. Im- 
agination could not paint a more fearful picture 
of bodily suffering. Yet, even this falls far 
short of the torments which will be etidured by 
those who reject the Lord Jesus Christ, and-die 
impenitent. Mohammed's description of hell, 
only supposes corporeal or bodily suffering ; and 
as the soul is superior to the body, so it will be 
capable of enduring a greater amount of suffer- 
ing. Those who have experienced trials of 
mind in this life, know that the soul is capable 
of enduring sufferings to which no bodily pain 
can be compared. The wrath of God will be. 
poured out without mixture upon the finally im- 
penitent ; and the awful weight of this wrath, 
no language can express. O, my dear children, 
improve the present moment to prepare for heav- 
en, that you may not go to that awful place. 

Peter. Mother, I want to be religious, but I 
don't know how. 
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Mother, My son, which would you like best, 
Mohammed's heaven, or the heaven described 
in the Bible ? 

Peter. Indeed, mother, I think I should like 
Mohammed's heaven best, — it would be such a 
delightful place, — I could have every thing^ I 
want, — I could run about among the gardens, 
and play with the pretty little girls and boys, and 
eat my fill of all sorts of fruit ; and my play- 
things would be made of gold and silver. But 
I never could see how the heaven described in 
the Bible can be so happy a place. Every thing 
there I suppose is religious ; and 1 don't like to 
be thinking abdut religion all the time. 

Mother, My son, you have just spoken out 
the wicked feelings of the natural heart. You 
show that what the Bible says is true : '' The 
carnal mind is enmity against God." Your 
heart is opposed to God, and to every thingr 
spiritual, good, and holy. This is the reason 
why you do not know how to become pious* 
You do not like the holy character of God; you 
do not like the things which he loves ; you do 
not like to become holy like him ; you do not 
like to submit your will to his, and obey every 
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thing which he says. You know how you feel, 
wben you have disobeyed and offended me, and 
afterwards feel sorry, and come and ask me to 
forgive you. 

Caroline* Yes, I do, mother ; I feel asham- 
ed, and hate myself for what I have dooe, and 
think I will never do so any more ; I think you 
would do right to punish me, just as much as 
you please ; and so I come and throw myself 
r'ig\\t into your arms, tell you all I have done, 
and say you may do just what you think best 
with roe. 

Mother • Well, my dear, this is repentance. 
You must feel just so towards God. Tell him 
that you have di.sobeyed him, and that you de- 
serve to be punished : and then, in your mind 
and heart, throw yourself right into his arms, 
and tell him to do what he pleases with you. 

Caroline, Well, when I feel so towards God, 
is that enough ? 

Mother. No, my dear ; you must be sensible 
and feel in your heart that you can do nothing 
for which you will deserve to be saved ; but that 
the Lord Jesus Christ has done every thing for 
Jfou, — he has obeyed God's holy law, which you 
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have broken, and he has suflfered death for the 
sins of the world. You must then, with your 
mind and heart, cast yourself upon him, and 
trust in him alone to save you. This is faitfa, 
or believing in Christ. 

Caroline, Well, mother, I have felt so a 
great many times. When I do anything that is 
wrong, or think a bad thought, I feel very sorry 
because I know it is displeasing to God : and I 
should feel a great deal worse, if I did not know 
that Jesus died to save us from our sins. So I 
go right away alone, fall on my knees, and tell 
God that I have done wrong, and offended him, 
and that he would do right to punish me forever. 
Then I think of the love of Jesus, and how he 
died for me. This makes me feel the more sor- 
ry, because I have offended Him who has been 
so good to me ; and then I cry, and wet my face 
with tears. 

Mother, But, my dear, you must not think 
that you can gain the favor of God by crying ; 
or that there is any merit in your prayers and 
tears. . 

Caroline, O no, mother, I don't. But I ask 
God to forgive me for Christ's sake, and then I 
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feel such a sweet sense of the love of Jesas^that 

1 can't help crying. But I know there is no 

good in crying ; and I have no good in nie, for 

my heart is very wicked ; yet, it makes me feel 

glad when I can seem to throw myself right into 

the arms of Jesus, jast as I do into your arms, 

when I have done wrong, and am sorry ; and I 

feel just as I do when you forgive me, and kiss 

me, only a great deal better; for thoogh I think 

every thing of mother's love, yet God's love is 

better, for he is greater and holier ; and Jesus 

says I must love him better than fathel or mother. 

Mother, That is right, my dear ; I do not 

wish to have you think as much of me as of the 

blessed Saviour. But, if you love him, I know 

jott will love me better than if you did not love 

him. Give God your heart first, add let him 

have your best affections. 

Samuel O Peter, I wish you knew some" 
thing of the love of Jesus. It grieves me every 
day to see you growing up in sin ; and I was 
shocked when I heard what you said about Mo- 
hammed's heaven. O do turn from your sins, 
and come to Jesus now ; lor he never sent away 
any one that ever came to him. 
9 
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Mother. WelJ, my dear children, we wtil go 
on with Che story. Mobamrned pretended that 
the object of his mission was not to establish a 
new religion. He said he was sent to restore 
the true and ancient faith, professed by the pa- 
triarchs and prophets, from Adam to Christ. 
This he said was to be done^ by purging it from 
the idolatrous practices of the Arabs, aod the 
corruptions of the Jews and Christians. He 
confessed that the Scriptures of the Okl and 
New Testaments were at first given by the In- 
spiration of God ; but he pretended that the 
copies then in use bad been so altered and cor- 
rupted that they were not worthy of credit 

Peter. Well, mother, how do we know that 
the Bible has not be^n altered, since, as yoa 
have been telling us, the church became so cor^ 
rapt ? How can we be certain that the fiiUe is 
just the same now that it was when it was first 
made? 

Mother. This, my son, is an Infidel argii' 
ment, which oflen puzzles young inquirers, and 
ignorant, superficial thinkers. However, it is 
very easily answered* In the first place a 
knowledge of the history of the Jews, will con- 
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▼ince us that no material alterations oould bai;^ 
been introdaced into the Jewish Scriptares, or 
the old Testament, before the time of our Sa- 
▼iour. After the Old Testament was finished, 
and there were no more prophets, who spoke 
and wrote by the inspiration of God, the Jews 
were divided into several sects, holding different 
opinions as Christians are now ; and these sects 
were very jealous of each other : so that it would 
have been impossible for one of them to corrupt 
the text of the Scriptures without being detect- 
ed, and exposed by the other. And it would 
have been impossible for them to have agreed 
upon any alterations, when they were constantly 
contending with each other. Besides, there 
were a great many learned men, scribes and doc- 
tors, who were constantly employed in studying 
the Scriptures, and writing copies of them ; and 
they were so careful to be correct, that they 
counted the letters, to see that there were just as 
many and no more in the new copies as in the 
old ; so that the slightest mistake might not es- 
cape their notice. In addition to this, our Sa- 
viour frequently quoted the Old Testament, un- 
der the title of Moses and the Prophets and the 
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Psalms, as the word of God. If the Jews ImuI 
corrupted the Word of God, Jesos would hare 
charged them with it, among their other crimes, 
wheo he was upbraiding theai, and pronouncing 
woes and curses upon them. 

Peter, But bow do we know that they hare 
not been altered since ? And how do we .know 
that Christ did not charge the Jews with alter- 
ing their Scriptures ? For what he said about it 
might have been taken out of the New Testa- 
ment. 

Mother. In the days of the Apostles, the 
Gospel was preached very extensively, in Asia, 
Africa, and Europe. The Bible was not then 
bound up together, in one book, as it now is. 
It was written in sixty-six diflferent books. As 
soon as the heathen were converted to Christian- 
ity, they were no doubt very anxious to read the 
Scriptures. This led to the multiplying of the 
copies of these sacred books, and to the transla- 
tion of them into various languages. Now, if 
the Bible had all been bound up in one volume, 
and there had been but a few copies of it, then it 
might have been an easy matter to have altered 
and corrupted it, to almost any extent. But 
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"wlien there were so many copies, it must have 
been impossible. Besides, true Christians were 
so much attached to the word of God, that they 
oiVen risked their lives, rather than give up their 
Sibles. We may then very naturally suppose 
tliey would watch with a jealous eye, against the 
corruption of the text. 

/Samuel, But, after the church became so 
corrupt, might not the papists have altered the 
Bible ? 

Mother. You know they did try to do it, as 
you read in the " Cheat Apostasy ;" but the at- 
tempt failed. They tried to have their Latin 
translation, which is full of errors and alterations, 
received as the true Bible. But the copies of 
the Greek Scriptures were so multiplied that they 
could not destroy them ; and in the Eastern 
Church they had no power. There were also 
many true Christians, in the darkest ages of Po*. 
pery, who clung to their Bibles. But in order 
to see whether the Bible we now have is genuine 
aod correct, learned men have collected together 
all the different copies and old manuscripts they 
could find, and compared them together. Al- 
though some passages do not read exactly alike, 
9» 
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in all the copies : yet ail the difference does 
not affect the great doctrines of the Christian re- 
ligion ; and I suppose there never has been a 
oopyof the Bible wrmen or printed, which did 
not contain enough of the truths of the Gospel 
toleavemen without excuse for not embracing 
Christ. But, Mohammed saw that he must des- 
troy the confidence of the people in the Jewish 
and Christian Scriptures, before he could con- 
vince them of the necessity of a new revelation. 
This new revelation, the better to suit his pur- 
poses, was to be given in small portions at a time, 
and the whole was to fornfi the Koran, which is 
the Mohammedan Bible.' All this, he said was 
written from eternity, upon a table near the 
throne of God. From this, one chapter was 
copied at a time, and delivered to Mohammed, 
by the angel Gabriel, until he had received the 
whole. This course was well calculated to de^ 
ceive his followers. If they had received the 
whole book at once, they would have seen its in- 
consistencies and absurdities. But, he only 
gave it out, a chapter at a time, as he had occa- 
sion for it. So, when any of theoa complained 
that it contradicted what he had given before, he 
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told them that God had a right to repeal an old 
law and make a new one whenever he pleased. 

Samuel I think he could not have known 
vnucfa aboat the character of God, to suppose he 
^^ould change his mind, as wicked people do. 

Mother. Yes; God cannot change. He is 
*' the same yesterday, to-day, and forever," and 
tee will never take back what he says. If he 
makes a law, it must remain forever : he will not 
alter it. 

Peter. How long^ was Mohammed making 
his Bible, mother? 

Mother. It was twenty-three years after he 
first began to publish the chapters of the Koran, 
hefore it was finished. When he wished to pub* 
lish a new chapter, he would have it written by 
his secretary, and given to his followers. They 
read and repeated it, until they had committed it 
to memory. The paper was then returned to 
Mohammed, who put it in a chest called ** the 
ehest of his Apostleship." He probably did 
this in imitation of the Ark of the Covenant, 
in the Jewish tabernacle. When Mohammed 
died, he left this chest in the care of one of his 
wivei. The leaves were afterwards collected 
and published in a volume. 
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EUzabetL Mother, what does Koran mean ? 

Mother, Koran, is an Arabicjword, which 
means the same as the Hebrew word translated 
Scripture. It properly signifies fAc readingy or 
that which ought to be read. It is sometimes 
called Alkoran, which is called The Koran : for 
Al means the, in Arabic. It contains one faiui- 
dred and fourteen chapters which are divided into 
▼erses. But there is no appearance of design or 
method in the arrangement. The different parts 
are thrown together without any order; and one 
verse has oflen no connection with the one which 
goes before, or which follows it. 

Caroline, Is Mohammed's Bible any thing 
like ours, mother ? 

Mother. Mohammed, in the Koran, gives the 
account of the creation of the world ; of the fall 
of Adam ; the flood; the deliverance of Noah; 
the call of Abraham ; the stories of Isaac and 
Ishmael ; of Jacob and the Patriarchs ; and of 
the Jews, as God's chosen people ; nearly as they 
are related in the Old Testament. He also gires 
an account of the promise of Christ,^ with many 
of the prophecies respecting him. He relates 
the circumstances of the appearance of Christen 
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earth, and of John the Baptist, his forerunner ; 
of Ohrist's miracles ; of his persecution and rejec- 
tion by his own countrymen; his condemnation 
to the death of the cross ; and his going up bodily 
into heaven. He admits also that he acts there as 
Mediator and Intercessor between God and {nan, 
and that he will come to judge the world at the 
last day. But, 1 ike some of the ancient heretics,* 
he denies that Jesus Christ really suffered.— •Ha 
says that God took him to himself, and he suffered 
only in appearance. However, these leading 
facts and doctrines of the Bible, are mixed up 
with extravagant falsehood and childish and ridic« 
uloos nonsense. 

Samuel, I thought the Arabs were heathen'^ 
before Mohammed's time, how di^ he know any 
thing about the Bible 1 

Mother, It is supposed that Mohammed was 
assisted in the composition of the Koran, by a 
tnonk, who belonged to one of the numerous 
sects of heretics which, at that time, overran the 
church. The scriptural facts and doctrines 
were probably taken directly from the Bible. — 

♦ See History of the First Church, p. 170. 



d by Google 



1U6 THfi. FAL8B PROPBET. 

The extrayagant stories and idle tales, which are 
introduced into the Koran, were probably made 
up from the traditions of the Arabs and Jews, 
and the Apochryphal or false books of Scripture 
which were in circulation among the heretical 
Christians. Mohammed has also borrowed many 
moral precepts from the Bible. 

Elizabeth, Well, mother, you told us that 
Mohammed began to preach to the people of 
Mecca. Did he meet with any better success 
than he had done v^ith his relations? 

Mother, No. He reproved them for their 
idolatry, perverseness, and obstinacy ; and they 
were enraged, and treated him with contempt. 
Some called him a magician, and a sorcerer; 
others, a silly retailer of old fables ; and others 
still, a liar and an imposter. These railings, he 
answered with new pretended revelations, threat- 
ning them with terrible judgments for their ob- 
stinacy. 

QUESTIONS. 

How did Mohammed make known his mission? — 
What is the meaning of Vizier and Vicegerent ? How 
were his relations affected with his preaching ? What 
did Ali say ? How. did Mohammed like what he said ? 
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Mo^nr does tbe spirit of Mohammed appear when compared 
-w^ith. the spirit of Christ ? What did he do, when he 
found hi0 relations would not believe him ? What were 
Ikfloliaiiiraed's two leading doctrines ? What ^ther doc- 
trines do his followers believe ? At what did Mohammed 
aim, in his two leading doctrines ? What are all bi» 
doctrines calculated to do ? Can we merit any thing bj 
ol>edience to God? Can you describe Mohammed^JEi 
heaven ? What preparation does Mohammed require of 
his followers, before they can go to his heaven ? What 
'was the grand secret of Mohammed's success ? Can 
you ^ye a description of Mohammed's hell ? Can you 
tell how those feel who repent and believe in Christ ? 
Oan you gain the favor of God by crying ? Is there any 
merit in prayers and tears ? What did Mohammed pre- 
tend about the object of his mission ? What evidence 
have we that the Bible has not been altered since it was 
^vritten ? How did Mohammed give his pretended new 
revelation ? How long was he in making the Koran ? — 
How was Mohammed's preaching received by the peo- 
ple of Mecca ? 
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Mohammed continues to preach with zeal,-rthe Xoreish 
persecute his followers, — they flee, — Abu Taleb pro- 
tects Mohammed, — Mohammed retires from Mecca, — 
Returns and preaches to the pil^ims, — Gains manj 
converts,— Story of his night journey. 

Samuel Mother, will you tell us more about 
Mohammed ? What did he do, when he found 
neither his relations nor the people of Mecca 
would listen to him ? 

Mother. Notwithstanding all the scofis and 
sneers of his countrymen, Mohammed perse- 
vered with a zeal worthy of a better cause. He 
preached in public assemblies, in the market- 
place^, and in the streets. He laid before the 
people all the allurements of his imaginary Par- 
adise, and threatened them with the dreadful 
torments of hell. Nor was he content with 
preaching publicly. He used all the arts of per- 
suasion in private. He applied himself, in the 
most insinuating manner, to all classes of peo- 
pfe. He sought to please the poor, by cultiva- 



d by Google 



THB FALSE PROPHET. 100 

ting their acquaintance, and relieving their 
'^wa.nts. He Hattered the rich, and bore their af* 
Fronts without seeking revenge. He also threat- 
ened unbelievers with fearful punishments. He 
Teferred them to the ancient prophets, and to the 
judgments which came upon such as despised 
them. His followers gradually increased ; and 
in live years from the commencement of his 
mission, his party amounted to forty. 

Elizabeth, How did Mohammed get the 
people to believe in him ? What evidence did 
he give them that he was from God ? 

Mother, The people demanded a miracle of 
him. They told him that, according to his own 
doctrines, Moses and Jesus and the rest of the 
prophets, wrought miracles to prove that they 
were sent of God. " Now," said they, " if thou 
be a prophet, and greater than any that were 
before thee, as thou boastest, let us see a miracle 
from thee, also. Do thou make the dead to rise, 
the dumb to speak, the deaf to hear ; or else 
cause fountains to spring out of the. earth, and 
make this place a garden adorned with palm 
trees, and watered with rivers running through 
it in different channels ; or do thou make thee 
10 
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a house of gold, beautified with jewels and cost- 
\y furniture ; or let us see the book which thou 
say est has come down from heaven, o/the angel 
which brings it to thee, and we will believe.'' 

Samuel Why, mother /I cannot see how he 
could answer such objections as these. I should 
think he would have been confounded. 

Mother. But this wily imposter was not to be 
so easily diverted from his purpose. His cun- 
ning always furnished him with some answer. — 
Sometimes he would tell them that he was onlj 
a man sent to preach to them the rewards of 
Paradise and the punishments of hell. At oth- 
er times, he told them that the people had de- 
spised the miracles of the former prophets, and 
therefore God would work no more among them. 
Again, he would tell them that such as Qod had 
ordained to believe, would believe, without mir- 
acles. ' Others would not believe, though they 
saw ever so many miracles. 

SamueL Why, mother, I have heard people 
say the same thing, when urged to repent and 
believe in Christ. 

Mother, Yes : many people abuse the doc- 
trine of God's sovereignty in the salvation of 
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men, just as Mohammed did. He was abeliev«> 
er in predestination ; but he perverted and abus- 
ed the doctrine as antinomians do now., 

Caroline, What is predestination, mother ? 
Mother. It is the doctrine of the decrees of 
Gody explained in the Catechism as "his eter- 
nal purpose according to the counsel of his own 
will, whereby, for his own glory, he hath fore- 
ordained whatsoever comes to pass.'' This 
doctrine is a great mystery, which we can nev- 
er fally understand in this life. But, there is no 
danger of going astray in relation to it, if we 
leave it just where the Bible does. God, in his 
holy word, has revealed this great truth ; but he 
has no less clearly revealed that mankind act 
freely and voluntarily, in all they do ; that when 
they sin, they do it of their own free will and 
choice ; and that, if any are finally lost, it will 
be their own fault and not the fault of God. 
Peter. But, who are the antinomians^ moth- 
• er? 

Mother. They are such persons as take up 
the doctrine of predestination by itself, without 
connecting it, as the Bible does, with the free 
agency of tlie creature, and content themselves 
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with making no exertion for their salvation, on 
the ground that, if they are to be saved, they 
will be ^ved, whether thej do any thing or not. 
Now, the decrees of God extend as ranch to 
natural as to spiritual things; and thi^ is just 
as if a farmer should s:iy ; " It is no use for me 
to plough my field and sow wheat ; if I am to 
have a crop I shall have it, whether I do anj 
thing or not ; but if I am not to have a crop, 
nothing that I can do, will make the wheat 
grow." That, you see at once, would be mon- 
strous folly ; and yet, it would be no more 
absurd than for a man to say the same about 
the salvation of his soul. But I do not suppose 
I can explain this great doctrine so that yoa 
can comprehend it. I do not expect fully to 
understand it myself in this world. I only 
mention it in order to caution you against prying 
too deeply into things which you cannot under- 
stand, because it will lead you into ruinous ex- 
tremes. Leave the matter just where the Bible 
leaves it. Believe what you find taught in the 
Bible, whether you can reconcile all difficult 
points or not. But never undertake to make 
your own reason the standard of religious truth. 
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Your reason may be a safe guide in matters 
which you can fully comprehend, and in which 
your heart is not concerned. But, fn things 
above your comprehension, and in matters in 
which you feel interested, you cannot judge 
correctly, by the light of reason. This is the 
case with religious truth. Much of it relates to 
God and his ways, which are infinite ; and our 
hearts are by nature so depraved, that we hate 
the truth. 

Elizabeth, Did Mohammed pretend to work 
any miracles, mother ? 

Mother, He called the Koran itself a mira- 
cle, and challenged them to produce any thing 
like it. But, afler he had obtained power, and 
placed himself at the head of an army, he an- 
swered these cavils in a more forcible manner. 
He told them that God had sent Moses and Je- 
sus, with the power of working miracles, and yet 
men would not believe. Now he had sent him, 
commissioned to enforce belief by^he power of ' 
the sword. His preaching prevailed. He be- 
came more and mor« popular, and converts 
, flocked around him. 
10* 
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Samuel How did his success affect those 
who, from the beginning had opposed himt 

Mother, The tribe of Koreish were at length 
alarmed at his zeal and success. But AJbu Ta- 
leb still continued his protection to the prophet, 
although he did not embrace his religion. The 
chief men of the tribe urged him to abatidon his 
nephew and threatened to turn against him, if 
he did not. Abu Taleb tried very hard to per* 
suade Mohammed to give up his design. He 
pressed upon him the danger which he would 
bring both upon himself and his friends. But 
Mohammed declared that ** if they would set the 
sun against him on his right hand, and the moon 
on his left, yet, he would not relinquish his en- 
terprize." When his uncle, saw his resolution, 
he promised to stand by him against all hil^ ene- 
mies. This promise he kept faithfully till his 
death, though he never became a convert to the 
new religion. But the Koreish now began to 
persecute Mohammed's followers, so that it was 
no longer safe for them to remain at Mecca. 
He therefore advised such of them as had not 
friends to protect them, to leave Mecca, and . 
seek a place of safety. His daughter and her 
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liusband, with fourteen others, fled into Ethiopa. 
Others followed, till their number amounted to 
eighty-three men and eighteen women, with their 
children. They were kindly treated by the king 
of Ethiopa, who refused to give them up to the 
ILoreish. In the sixth year of Mohammed's 
mission, Omar and his uncle Hamza embraced 
his religion. Hamza was a man of distinguished 
bravery. Omar was a man of note in Mecca, 
and had formerly been a violent opposer of Mo- 
hammed. This enraged the Koreish stilt more, 
and made them more violent in their persecu* 
tions. 

8aMueL Mother, I think this shows the folly 
of trying to put down error by force ; for, although 
Mohammed's religion was false, and many things 
which he taught were too ridiculous to bdieve, 
yet it prevailed at last. 

Mother. Yes, my son ; persecution helps the 
c<iuse it seeks to destroy ^ whether thai cause he 
good or bad. Mohammedanism, or Islamism, as 
it is sometimes called, progressed more rapidly 
than ever. At length the Koreish entered into 
a solemn league against the Hashemites, espec- 
ially the family of Montalleb. They agreed 
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not to marry, or form connections of any kind 
with them. This agreement was written and 
laid up in the temple of Mecca. The tribe was 
now divided into two parties. The family of 
Hashem, except one of Mohammed's uncles, put 
themselves under Abu Taleb as their leader. 
The rest placed themselves under Abu Sophyan. 
But this league could do nothing, as long as Abu 
Taleb lived. The government of Mecca was 
in his hands, and he defended Mohammed 
against all his enemies. But, about the close 
of the seventh year of the mission, Abu Taleb 
died. A few days after his death, Cadijah, 
Mohammed's wife, died. This was a time of 
great affliction to Mohammed, and it has ever 
since been called ** The year of Mourning." 

Elizabeth Why, mother, I should suppose 
he would have given up in despair, under so 
many difficulties ; for he could not have had the 
comfdrt of knowing that he was engaged in a 
righteous cause. 

Mother. There are very few men who would 
have persevered under such difficulties.^ Mo- 
hammed was now left without protection. His 
enemies improved the opportunity, intending 
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^o crush both him and his religion. Some of 
liis followers and friends forsook him. But 
lie was a man of extraordinary resolution and 
perseverance. I wish all who profess to be 
Christians would manifest as much zeal for the 
spread of the Gospel, as he did to establish a 
false religion. However, when these troubles 
came upon him, he left Mecca, and went to 
Tayef, a village about sixty miles from Mecca. 
There he had an uncle named Abbas, who re- 
ceived him into his house. — But he could gain 
no converts there, and he remained but a short 
time. As this was the time when the Arabs, 
from all parts of the country, made their yearly 
pilgrimage to Mecca, he returned to the city. 
There he took his stand boldly, near the temple, 
atid preached to the multitude of pilgrims. 

Samuel. Well, what success did he meet 
with here, mother ? Did the pilgrims believe 
him? 

Mother. He made many converts ; and among 
them were six of the inhabitants of Medina. 
When they went home, they told their fellow- 
citizens the story of their conversion, and prais- 
ed Mohammed and his new religion. In order 
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to Strengthen his interest at Mecca, Mohammed 
married Ayesha, the daughter of Abubeker, and 
Sawda, the daughter of Zama. By these mar- 
riages, he became son-in-law to two principal 
men of his party, and attached thenn more firm- 
ly to his interest. 

Elizabeth, Why, mother! did Mohammed 
have two wives ? What an example for a man 
to set, who professed to be a prophet and a re- 
(otmer. 

Mother. Here, ray dear Elizabeth, you see 
the superiority of the Christian religion. Chris- 
tianity is the only religion in the world, which 
does not allow men to have more than one wife. 

Elizabeth. O how unnatural ; I cannot bear 
to think of it. I think it must destroy the peace 
and happiness of families. Why, mother, tfie 
children would not all be brothers and sisters. 

Mother, It is most unnatural and revoltio^; 
and its effects upon society, where it has been 
allowed, have always been debasing. It has 
done more, perhaps than any other custom, to 
degrade the female character, and make the 
situation of our sex uncomfortable. And what- 
ever debases female character injures the whole 
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face of society. Yet, this odious practice pre-« 
vai\s ihTOUgbout the whole heathen world. But 
what makes you weep, my dear Elizabeth ? 

Wixabeth. O, ujiother, I was thinking what 
we owe to the Lord Jesus, and how ungrateful I 
Wve been to him for the benefits he has pur- 
chased for me with his own blood. 

Mother. Yes, my dear ; females in this hap- 
py land, owe all their elevation to the influence 
of line Christian religion. No ingratitude can 
be greater than for us lightly to esteem Jesus, 
the ". Rock of our salvationJ* Among the hea- 
then, females are generally degraded almost to 
the condition of slaves ; and they are often treat- 
ed like the brutes ; and in some counties, it is 
supposed they have no souls. Female educa- 
tion is unknown, except where the influence of 
Jthe Gospel is felt. In some places, their condi- 
tion is so wretched that life is considered a bur- 
den ; and parents oft^n destroy their female 
children, to save them from the miseries of life. 
Among the Mohammedans, women are not al- 
lowed to appear in public. Some of their great 
men have many wives. They keep them shut 
up in a kind of prison, which they call harems. 



d by Google 



IQO TUB PAlSe PROPHET. 

These women are subject to the will of their 
lordly master ; and if he is displeased with them 
he has'power to cut off their heads ! In India, 
when a man died, they used to make a great pile 
of dry wood, and put his dead body upon it, and 
bind all his wives and lay them by his side, and j 
then set the wood on fire and burn them all to- 
gether. 

But, we are wandering from our story. About 
this time, Mohammed pretended that he made a 
journey, one night, in company with the angel 
Gabriel, from Mecca to Jerusalem, and from Je- 
rusalem to the seventh heaven. 

Peter, Why, mother, he must have travelled 
very fast, to have made such a journey in one 
night. 

Mother. Yes ; and his followers must have 
had great confidence in him, to have believed 
that he spoke the truth. He gives a very partic- 
ular description of all that he saw on the way, 
and in heaven ; but it is too impious to be re- 
peated. The story was so absurd and ridiculous 
that several of his followers forsook him at once. 
His cause came very near being ruined by it. 
Bot Abubekor, the chief man among his friends, 
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said to the rest, ** If Mohaipmed affirms it, it is 
vxTwdeuiably true, and I will stand by him. I 
believe every word of it. The Lord's elected 
^%Aiiot lie." This removed all doubts from the 
minds of his followers. After this, he was able 
Vo YEi^ke his disciples believe any thing he pleas- 
ed. So this senseless story, which came very 
T^evc overturning his whole scheme, turned out 
greatly to his advantage. Abubeker was afler- 
N9uxds called " The faithful witness." 

Samuel. Why, mother, do you think Moham- 
med's followers really believed such foolish sto- 
ries? 

Mother. It is probable that Abubeker, and a 
few others of his leaders, were in his secret, and 
Unew that he was imposing upon the people. 
But I suppose the great mass of his followers 
\>e\ieved that these things were really so. 

Elizabeth. Why, mother, how could they 
beVieve what was so contrary to their common 
sense? 

Mother. The Bible explains it. God gave 
them up to 'strong delusions, to believe a lie.* 
And here we see the danger of embracing false 

Ml Theis. 2; 11. 
11 
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doctrines. Although at first we may depart bat 
a little from the truth ; yet, when the mind gets 
thoroughly under the influence of error, no ab- 
surdity is too great to be believed. 

QUESTIONS. 

What measures did Mohammed pursue to make con- 
verts to his religion i What was bis success ? What did 
the people demand of him ? How did he answer them i 
What did the chief men of the tribe of Koreish do ? 
What did Abu Taleb try to do ? What answer did Mo- 
bammed give him ? What did he do then ? What did 
the Koreish do to Mohammed's followers ? What did 
they do ? What happened in the sixth year of the miss- 
ion P What did Mohammed then do ? What did he do 
at the time of the yearly pilgrimage ? What success at- 
tended his preachinjgr? What did Mohammed do to 
strengthen his interest at Mecca ? What falsehood did 
Mohammed palm upon his people about this time ? 
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The People of Medina offer to receive and defend 
Mohammed,— The Koreish formed a plot against his 
life, — fie flies to Medina, — He is well received, and 
the government of the city given into his hands, — He 
changes his doctrine, —Comparison between the means 
employed for the establishment of Christianity and 
Islamism. 

Caroline, O, mother, I want to hear more 
about Mohammed. Will you tell us more about 
Mohammed ? 

Mother. Yes, my dear. He continued to be 
opposed, scorned, and derided, at Mecca. But 
his reputation was growing, and his doctrines 
secretly spreading at Medina. This city was 
about seventy miles from Mecca. It was in* 
habited by Pagan Arabs, Jews, and professors 
of Christianity, who had forsaken the truth and 
embraced error. It was distinguished as a place 
of learning. The Arabs, who inhabited this 
city, belonged to two tribes, the Kareites and 
Awsites. There was a quarrel of long standing 
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between these tribes. The Jews and heretical* 
Christians were quarreling with each other, and 
among themselves. This state of things, seem- 
ed to favor the introduction of any new system 
that would promise deliverance from these un- 
happy broils. 

Samuel. Did Mohammed send missionaries 
to Medina? Or, how did his religion come to 
spread there ? 

Mother, You know I told you some time 
ago, that, while Mohammed was preaching to^ 
the pilgrims at Mecca, six persons from Medina, 
embraced the new religion. They went home 
and preached with much success at Medina. In 
the course of this year, which was the twelfth 
year of the mission, twelve men went from Me- 
dina to Mecca, and took an oath of allegiance 
to Mohammed. By this oath, they swore they 
would remove idolatry; that they would not 
steal nor commit fornication ; that they would 
not kill their children, as the Pagan Arabs used 
to do, when they were afraid they should not 
support them ; that they would not invent false- 
hoods against others ; and that they would obey 
the prophet in every thing that was reasonable. 
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CaroUne. Why, mother! could people be 
so cruel as to kill their children ? 

Mother, Tes, my dear ; it is a common thing 
for heathen women to kill their children. Be- 
fore the missionaries went to the South Sea Isl- 
ands, there were scarcely any mothers, who 
were not guilty of this horrible crime ; and now, 
in Cdina, and many other parts of the world, 
multitudes of children are destroyed as soon as 
they are born. 

Caroline. O how cruel! Is there no way, 
mother, to put a stop to this ? 

Mother, Yes, my dear ; if we send them the 
Gospel, it will put a stop to it. It is not many 
years since the missionaries went to the Sand- 
wich Islands; and now such a thing is not 
known there, as for a mother to kill her chil- 
dren ; but there is scarcely a mother there, who 
lived before they heard the Gospel, that was not 
then guilty of this crime. 

Caroline* O, mother, why don't they send 
missionaries to all the heathen ? 

Mother, There are two reasons, my dear, 
why all the heathen are not supplied with mis* 
Bionaries. The first is, that there are not minift> 
11* 
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ters enoagh, who are willing to go to the heathen ; 
and the second is, that Christians will not give 
money enoagh to support them. 

Samuel Why, mother, a great many Chris«* 
tians are engaged in business ; some are fann- 
ers, others are mechanics, merchants, doctors, 
or lawyers. How can they be contented to lire 
just to get rich, when so many are wanted logo 
as misEuonaries to the heathen ? 

Mother, Every man cannot be a minister of 
the Gospel. Some farmers, mechanics, mer- 
chants, doctors, and lawyers, are necessary ; and 
some men are not fit for ministers. But now, 
while two thirds of thfe inhabitants of the world 
ate heathen, there is more need of ministers of 
the Gospel than of any other class of men. 
Christ has commanded his people to go into all 
the world and preach the Gospel to every crea* 
ture. It is then the duty of every Christian who 
is capable and has it in his power, to become a 
riainister of the Gospel, until this command is 
fulfilled, and all the world supplied with minis- 
ters ; and it is the duty of the rest of the church 
to support them. I believe every young man, 
who has sufficient natural ability, ought to de- 
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vote his life to the service of Christ, and enter 
ispon a course of preparation for the ministry. 

SamujBl. Mother, Christ says that we must 
give up all we h^ve, to become his disciples. 
What does this mean ? 

Mother. It meads that we should consider 
ourselves and all that we have as Christ's ; and 
that we should stand ready to engage in any 
service he may require of us, or to give up any 
thing we have, when it is required by him. 

Samuel. Well, mother, don't he require Chris- 
tians, if they are able, to give enough to send 
mtssionaries to all the heathen ? But, last month- 
ly concert, Mr. Gripe^all, who people say is 
worth a hundred thousand dollars, and Mr. 
Love'Monejf, who is very rich, gave only six 
cents each, to send the gospel to the heathen ; 
and they are both members of the Church. 
Can> they be Christians ? 

Mother. It is not for me to judge their hearts ; 
but it is certain that Christ's words condemn 
them. They do not give up all they have for 
his sake. If all the members of the church 
would come up to this one requirement of Christ, 
there would soon be plenty of money to send 



d by Google 



128 THE FALSE PROPHET. 

missionaries and ^Bibles to every part of the 
world. 

But, I was going to tell you more about Medi- 
na. After these men had taken the oath of al- 
legiance, Mohammed sent Masab Ebn Onnair, 
one of his disciples, to instruct the people of 
Medina in the principles of his religion. His 
preaching was very successful. Among the 
converts was Osaid Ebn Hodeira, a chief man 
of the city, and Saad Ebn Moadh, a prince of 
the tribe of Aws. In almost every house in 
the city, there was one or more who embraced 
the new religion. The next year, Masab re- 
turned to Mecca, with seventy-three men and 
two women, who had embraced Islaroism, and 
several who had not. They had heard that 
Mohammed was in great danger from his ene- 
mies, and they came to offer him their assistance. 
A solemn agreement was entered into between 
the parties. The men of Medina promised, in 
the name of their city, that, if Mohammed 
should be banished, they would receive him as 
a confederate, obey him as a leader, and defend 
him as they would their wives and children. 
They then asked him if he would not abandon 
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them, incase he ehould be recalled to his own 
country. He replied, " All things are now 
common between us; your blood is my blood; 
youT ruin is my ruin. We are bound to each 
other by the ties of hgnor and interest. I am 
your friend and the enemy of your foes." " But, 
if we are killed in your service/' said they, 
** what will be our reward V* ** Paradise," re- 
plied Mohammed. The prophet then chose 
twelve out of their number, who were to have 
similar authority among them to that which the 
twelve Apostles of Christ had among his follow- 
ers , and these returned to Medina. 

Samuel. Did Mohammed gain any ground 
at this time at Mecca. 

Mother. No; his prospects there became 
more and more gloomy. After Abu Taleb died, 
Abu Sophyan became governor of Mecca. He 
was Mohammed's most bitter enemy. He hat- 
ed him, his family, and his religion. He called 
a council of the Koreish and their allies, who 
determined upon the death of Mohammed. It 
was agreed that a man should be chosen out ^ of 
each tribe, and that every one should have a 
blow at him with his sword. This they thought 
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would be so dividing the guilt of the deed, that 
the Hasheiriites would not dare attempt to 
avenge his blood. But Mohammed pretended 
that the angel Gabriel had revealed to him the 
plot. The murderers surrounded his house in 
the night. Ali wrapped himself in Moham- 
med's cloak, and laid down upon his bed. By 
^ this stratagem they were deceived ; and Moham- 
med, with his faithful Abubeker, made his es- 
cape. 

Caroline, Where did they go, mother ? 
Mother. They went to a cave, three miles 
from the city, where they hid themselves three 
days. They then left the cave, and fled, with 
all possible speed, to Medina. They stopped at 
Koba, about two miles from that city. Here 
they were met by five hundred of the citizens, 
who came to welcome Mohammed to their city. 
The prophet seated himself upon a camel, with 
an umbrella spread over his head, and made a 
public and solemn entry into Medina. This 
event is called Hejira or Hefra, which means 
flight. The Mohammedans reckon from that 
time, as we do from the birth of Christ. It took 
place in the y^ar 622, in the fifty^hird year of 
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tbe piophet's age. Those who had fled from 
Mecca a short time before Mohammed, and 
those who had embraced this religion in Me- 
dina, but who had never seen him, now flocked 
around, to make their submission to the prophet. 
The Christians appear to have been the first to 
welcome him to the city. 

Elizabeth, How could they be Christians, 
mother, when they would forsake Christ, and 
take a false prophet for their Saviour ? 

Mother. They were Christians only in name. 
They had forsaken the truth, and embraced false 
doctrines. The apostle Paul, speaking of those 
professors of religion, who received not the 
truth, in the love of it, says, '* God shall send 
them strong delusion, that they should believe a 
\\fi : that they all might be damned, who believ- 
ed not the truth." This was strikingly fulfilled 
in this case. And, if we may believe what 
Mohammed says in the Koran, the heretical 
Christians were the first to embrace his religion. 
Indeed, Islamism very much resembles many of 
the heresies which prevailed in the early ages of 
the church. In most of the counties overrun 
by the Mohammedans, little else than the ntime 
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of Christianity prevailed. This furnishes another 
warning, especially to young persons, to check 
the first disposition to depart from the simple 
truths of the Bible. When they have taken one 
step away from the truth, they are prepared to 
go all lengths. And God often leaves them to 
embrace the worst of errors, to the ruin of their 
own souls, s 

8amueL This was a wonderful change in 
Mohammed's condition and prospects. 

Mother, Yes ; he now found himself at the 
head of an army of devoted followers. He there- 
fore began to make arrangements for a perma- 
nent settlement. He gave his daughter Fatima 
to his zealous and devoted Ali. He then built 
a house for himself, and a temple or mosqoe 
near it ibr a place of public worship. All pow- 
er, both civil and religious, was put into his 
hands. He was the leader of his army, the 
judge of his people, and the pastor of his flock. 

Samuel Well, mother, what eflfect had this 
sudden change upon Mohammed? 

Mother, It had the same effisct which sud- 
den prosperity generally has upon unrenewed 
men. It led him to change his doctrines, , and 



d by Google 



THE FALSE PEOPHET. 12S 

tlie tone and spirit of his preachings to suit 
liis circomstances. Before his flight, he had 
refpeatedly declared, both in the Koran and in 
liis preaching, that he had no authority to com- 
pel m»i to embrace his religion. He told the 
people that he was sent to preach to them ; but 
tl&at it was no concern of his whether they 
"believed or not. This matter belonged to God 
alone^ All his success before thisuras the effort 
of persuasion. Btit this appearance of moder- 
^ion seemed to have been wholly owing to his 
want of power. For as soon as the power was 
in his hands, he declared that God allowed him 
End his followers to defend themselves, by hu- 
man weapons, against the unbelievers. As his 
^ forces increased, he pretended that God had 
given him authority to make war upon the en- 
emies of his faith, to root out idolatry, and to 
force men, by the sword, to believe him. The 
chapters of the Koran published at Medina 
breathe a very different tone and spirit from , 
those which had been revealed before. He 
told his followers that they were commanded to 
make war upon the infidels. At length, he 
gave them liberty to lie in wait for the idolaters 
12 
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in every convenient place ; to take them prison- 
ers, and kill them, wherever they should find 
them. " Strike off their heads," said he, " until 
ye have made a great slaughter among them." 
He told them that God had promised them the 
enjoyment of paradise, on condition that thej 
should fight for his cause ; and that their reward 
would be the same, whether they should kill or 
be killed. 

Elizabeth. I think he was as cunning in this 
as he was in making his doctrines to suit the 
wicked hearts of men ; for his followers would 
not be afraid of death, if they firmly believe it 
would carry.them right to Paradise. I should 
think such a -delusion would make bold soldiers. 

Mother, Yes ; and this accounts for his sin* 
gular suc'cess, and for the sanguinary character 
which has always marked his followers. They 
have ever been faithful to the spirit of their lead*- 
er. The terms required of the people they con- 
quer, have always been, '* The Koran, death, or 
Tribute,'* They must embrace Islamism, or pay 
a yearly tax, or lose their lives. 

Samuel. How different from the spirit of the 
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Gospel ! The Lord Jesus says, " I came not to 
destroy men's lives but to save them." 

Mother, Yes, there is indeed, a wide differ- 
ence between the spirit of the Koran and the 
spirit of the New Testament. And, by neglect- 
ing to notice this, the rapid spreading of Mo- 
hammed's religion becomes a stumbling block 
to many. The wonderful success of the Gos- 
pel, and the complete revolution effected by it, 
throughout a great portion of the world, is con- 
sidered as a powerful evidence of its divine ori- 
gin. But infidels often object, that the same 
argument might be used in favor of Mohamme- 
danism. Yet, when we take into consideration 
the means employed in the two cases, the differ- 
ence will appear remarkably striking. Moham- 
med was employed four years in persuading nine 
individuals to embrace his religion. And at the 
close of the first twelve years of his mission, 
during which he employed no other means than 
persuasion, he had only a few hundred followers. 
But, in about three years, from the commence- 
ment of Christ's mission, his followers, in the 
city of Jerusalem numbered 5000, besides those 
who were scattered all over the land of Judea, 
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where he had preached ; and in a short time a^ 
ter, they multiplied so fast that it was impoesi- 
ble to count them. 

EKzabeth. I have been comparing the con- 
duct of Christ and Mohammed, under ctrcam- 
stances nearly^/iHke. When Mohammed came 
to Medina, and the people of that city offered to 
make him gOFcrnor, he accepted the office, with 
great pomp, and placed himself at the head of 
the inhabitants, fiut, when Christ saw that 
the people were determined to make him king^ 
he went away into a mountain, and hid himself. 

Mother. Yes, my dear ; and here we discover 
the difference of their motives. The Lord Jesus 
came not to seek his own glory, but the glory of 
him that sent him. His object was to glorify 
his father, do g9od to men and save their souls. 
Mohammed's whole aim wjas to exalt himself. 
If Christ had consented to the wishes of the 
people, who desired to make him king, the 
whole Jewish nation would doubtless have ac- 
knowledged his authority. They would have 
fought with no less bravery th^n the Saracens. 
And there can be no doubt that the victorious 
arms of the Jews, accompanied by divine pow- 
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er, would soon have established their religion 
throughout the known world. But his kingdom 
"was not of this world. His weapons were not 
earna], but spiritual. Yet, the Gospel prevailed 
far more rapidly and extensively without arms, 
than Islamism at the point of th^ sword. 

QUESTIONS. 

What was the character of the inhabitants of Medina ? 
What success attended the preaching of the six con- 
verted pilgrims ? What happened in the twelfth year of 
Mohammed's mission ? What success attended the miss- 
ion of Masab Ebn Omair to Medina ? What hf^;»pened 
the next year? What did Abu Sophyan do, when he 
became governor of Mecca .'* How did Mohammed 
escape the plot formed against bis life ? How was he 
received at Medina? What authority was given him 
there ? What arrangements did he make for a permanent 
settlement there? What influence did Mohammed's 
change of prospects have upon him ? What new doctrines 
did he now preach ? What influence had this upon his 
followers ? What remarkable difference do you perceive 
between the means employed by Christ and Mohammed, 
Ibr the establishment of their religion ? 
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Mohammed's first warlike attempts, — He defeats tbe 
Koreish, — Prayer, — The Ramallan. 

Peter, Mother, will you tell ua about some 
of Mohammed's wars^ 

MotJier, Yes, my son. His first warlike en- 
terprize was iutended to harass the Koreish. A 
Caravan of this tribe was on its way to Mecca. 

Caroline. What is a Caravariy mother ? 

Mother. It is a company of merchants or 
travelers! A great part of Arabia is made up of 
s^ndy deserts, which makes it very difficult ta 
cross. Travelers and merchants generally pass 
through them on Camels, in large companies, 
called Caravans, Mohammed sent out a party 
of thirty men, under the command of his uncle 
Hamza, to take the Caravan of the Koreish* But 
they found it guarded by three hundred men ; 
so they returned to Medina without attempting 
any thing. But the next year, a rich Caravan 
was passing to Mecca, guarded by Abu Sophy- 
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lui,with thirty or forty men. Mobammed, with 
a few of his followers, went in pursuit of it. 
MiEkty before they could over-take it, Abu Sophy* 
an sent to Mecca for help. Nine hundred and 
fifly men came immediately to the assistance of 
tlie Carayan. . Mohammed, with only three hun- 
«dred and thirteen men, mounted on Camels, 
placed himself between the Caravai^ and the party 
from Mecca. 

Samuel. This was very bold and daring, 
^ut I think he was imprudent ; for it was not 
necessary for him to expose himself so. He 
might have remained in safety at Medina. I do 
not see that he had much to gain by taking the 
earavan ; but if his enemies had taken him, all 
woald have been lost. 

Mother. I suppose he saw the necessity of 
"doing something while the zeal of his followers 
was burning. They were a company of restless 
spirits, who had doubtless joined him with the 
hope of gaining something. If he had remained 
at ease till their zeal had time to cool, he would 
have found it difficult to engage them in any en- 
terprize. He therefore determined to risk i|il 
his prospects, with his little band against thr^e 
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times their number. He encouraged his men 
by his prayers, and promised them certain vic- 
tory. When the enemy came in sight, Moham- 
med, speaking of his own little party, cried out, 
^'O God, if these are destroyed, by whom wilt 
thou be worshiped on earth? Courage, my 
children, close your ranks, discharge your ar- 
rows, and the day is your own.'' 

Elizabeth. O, mother, how could he ask 
God to help him, when his object was to murder 
and rob his brethren 1 

Mother. I know of nothing that hardens the 
heart so much, ana makes people so presumptut- 
ous in wickedness, as. hypocrisy. Nothing was 
80 important to Mohammed as to convince bis 
followers that he was sincere. This enterprise, 
widi his bold and confident appeals to God, were 
well calculated to have this effect ; and the suc- 
cess of it would give him an opportunity of say- 
ing that God had heard his prayers. Before the 
battle commenced, Ali, Al Haretb, and Hamza, 
joined in single combat with three of the Kore- 
ish, and killed them. At the beginning of the 
battle, Mohammed and Abubeker went into a 
ikind of pulpit, and prayed for the assistance of 
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tfae angel Gabtiel, wkh three thousand angels. 
But when he saw his army beginning t<^ waver 
he leil the pulpit, leaped upon his horse, and 
throwing a handful of sand into the air cried out» 
*• confusion fill their faces !" He then rushed 
upon his enemies. His followers were led on 
by a blind religious zeal, and fought with dread- 
ful fury. The Koreish trembled and fled, leav- 
ing seventy of their bravest m^i dead on the 
field. The Moslems, as Mohammed's followers 
were called, also took seventy prisoners* But 
Mohammed lost only fourte^ men. These were 
honored as martyrs. 

Elizabeth. Why, mother, how strange to 
honor them as martyrs, whea they were really 
robbers and murderers. 

Mother, The dead bodies of the Koreish 
were stripped, and thrown into a well. Two 
of the prisoners were put to death. The ransom 
of the rest was fixed at a very large sum. Abu 
Sophyan escaped to Mecca, with most of the 
Caravan. But, when the Moslems received the 
money for the prisoners, they began to quarrel 
among themselves about the division of it. 
Those who had embraced Hhe new religion at 
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Mediua claimed the greater share, because there 
were more of them. Those who had fled witli 
Mohammed claimed an eqaal share, because they 
had believed first. 

Samuel. Why, mother, how different this 
was from the effect produced by the Gospel of 
Christ ! 

Mother. Yes, my son ; the first acts of the 
Moslems were robbery and murder. There was 
no principle of union among them but selfish- 
ness, and they came very near fighting about the 
division of their plunder. But the first Chris- 
tians would not even defend themselves against 
the attacks of their enemies. And their love to 
one another was so great that they put all they 
had into a common stock, and lived as one great 
family. 

Elizabeth, Well, mother, how did Moham* 
med manage to settle this quarrel ? 

Mother, He always had some way to get 
himself out of difiiculty. He pretended to have 
revelation from God, directing that one fifth of 
the spoils taken from their enemies, should be 
given to himself, and the rest divided equally 
among his followers. 
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JEUzabeth. I think there is a great difference, 
loo, between the spirit of Mohammed and of 
Christ. 

Mother, There is, indeed. Mohammed 
claimed so much more than he allowed to his 
followers, and always sought to lift up himself. 
But Jesus ate at the same table with his disci- 
ples. He was content to share equally witb 
them what they had ; and that was so litUe that 
they were sometimes hungry, and had nothing 
to eat He also called his disciples brethre» 
and friends, and condescended to wash their 
feet. The twelve apostles also followed his ex.- 
ample, and were satisfied to share with the peo^ 
pJe their dkily supply. This victory the Mos-^ 
lems Galled A miracle. Mohammed pretended 
that the dust which he threw into the air, was 
carried with such force against the faces of the 
enemy, as tojnake them flee ; and that God sent 
four thousand angels, with Gabriel at their head,, 
who defeated the Koreish. 

Samuel And did the people believe all this,, 
mother ? 

Mother. Mohammed now found no difficulty 
in making his followers believe any thing he 
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pleased. After he had once confirmed them in 
the belief of things absurd and ridiculeos, as in 
the case of the night journey, they were prepar- 
ed to credit any thing he might say, however it 
might contradict the evidence of their senses. 

Elizabeth. O, mother, what awfal blasphe- 
my it was for him to pretend that God per- 
formed a miracle to assist him in robbery and 
murder. 

Mother, Indeed, it was so. He must have 
been given over to hardness of heart. A cir- 
cumstance happened, soon after this battle, 
which also shows the depraved and revengeful 
disposition, and mean spirit of the prophet. 
Caab, the son of Al Ashraf, a Jew went to 
Mecca, and wrote some poetry, describing in a 
touching manner, the fate of the Koreish people 
who were killed by the Moslems. He afterwards 
returned to Medina, and recited his verses to the 
people. Mohammed was greatly enraged at die 
poet, and cried out, " Who will deliver me from 
the son of Al Ashraf." One of his followers 
immediately exclaimed, " I, O prophet of Go^, 
will rid you of him." Soon after, while eater- 
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tainiog one of Mohammed's followers^ the poor 
Jew was murdered. 

Samuel, h it possible that he could call him- 
self the prophet of God, and be guilty of such 
cold blooded revenge and murder? How could 
each a man pretend to be the favorite of God, 
who has said, " Thou shalt not kill V* 

Mather. Strange as it may appear, Moham- 
med makes great account of prayer. This is 
one of the principal duties of Mussulmen. Mo- 
hammed calls it the " pillar of religion, and the 
key of paradise." 

CaraKne. But do the Mohammedans really 
pray, mother? My Catechism says that "Prayer 
is an offering up of our desires to God, for things 
agreeable to his will.*' How could robbers and 
murderers offer up their desires to God, for 
things agreeable to his will ? 

Mother. It is all form and ceremony with 
them. It was customary with the people of 
that country, to turn their faces in a particular 
direction, when they prayed. The Jews, wher- 
ever they were, turned their faces towards Jeru- 
salem, because their temple was there. The 
Arabs turn their faces towards the East. 
13 
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Caroline. Why, mother, if God is every 

where, what difference does it make, which "way 
we turn our faces, when we pray ? 

Mother, It makes no difference, my dear. 
'But here you see the false and superstitious no- 
tions about God, which prevailed among these 
people. When Mohammed first came to Medi- 
na, he directed his followers to pray towards 
Jerusalem. But the Jews offeqded him, and 
he ordered his people to pray towards Mecca. 
Many of his disciples were offended at this, and 
forsook him. They thought it inconsistent with 
the character of a prophet to change his laws. 
He gave his followers five stated seasons for 
prayer, every day : — 1. In the morning, between 
day-break and sunrise ; 2. Just afler noon ; 3. 
About the middle of the afternoon ; 4. Between 
sunset and dark ; 5. An hour afler dark. At 
these hours, public notice is given by criers, 
who stand on the tops of the mosques. 

Caroline. What is a mosque, mother ? 

Mother. It is the Mohammedan house of 
worship. The moment the people hear the 
notice, they either go to the mosque, or spread a 
handkerchief upon the ground, and kneel wher- 
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ever they happen to be. They are very partic- 
ular in performing this duty. £ven if a fire^ 
should break oiit in his chamber, or any other 
accident happen, while a Moslem is at prayer,. 
he would not think himself justifiable in break- 
ing off till the prayer is ended. If they happen 
to cough, spit, sneeze, or rub off the flies which. 
are biting them, while at their prayers, it spoils 
all they have done, and they think they must 
begin anew. But like the Pharisee^, they love 
to pray standing in the market places and in the 
earners of the streets. 

Caroline. What do they pray for, mother 1 
Mother^ Their principal petition is^ that 
God would send contention, wars and tumulta 
among Christians ; and on this account they al- 
ways prefer a place of prayer where the greatest 
numbers of Christians can hear. 

Samuel Mother, don't you think we ought 
to have regular and stated seasons of prayer ? 

Mother. By all means. If we do not, we 
shall be often tempted to neglect prayer. We 
ought to fix upon those seasons when we can be 
most retired and free from interruption, for this 



dbyGaogle 



148 THE FALSE PROPHET^ 

holy exercise ; and then, on no aeeoant neglect 
them. 

Samuel, Mother, I have read in the papers 
about Mohammedans keeping the Ramadem. 
Can you tell me what the Ramadan is ? 

Mother. Ramadan is the Arabic word for the 
name of the sixth month, which is September. 
The second year of the Hejira, Mohammed 
made a law that his followers should fast all the 
month of Ramadan. This is called The fast 
of Ramadan. All this time, they are not allow- 
ed to eat any thing from day-light in the morn- 
ing to dark in the evening. But, in the night 
they may eat as much as they please. Most of 
them, however, except the poor, who are com- 
pelled to labor, sleep during the day ; so that 
this fast amounts to little more than turning day 
into night and night into day. 

QUESTIONS. 

What was Mohammed's first warlike enterprise ? 
What happened the next year? What occasioned a 
dispute among Mohammed's followers ? What striking 
difference do you perceive between the spirit of Islsm- 

V 
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ism and of Christianity P How did Mohammed settle 
this difficulty? What difference do you perceive be- 
tween the spirit of Christ and of Mohammed ? What 
can you relate of Caab, the Jew ? What do the Mos- 
lems think of prayer ? How do they perform it ? Can 
you give an account of the fast of Ramadan ? 
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Mohammed defeated by the Koreish, — He prohibits the 
use of strong drink and games of chance, — the Kore- 
ish, with a numerous army, again attack him, and suf- 
fer defeat, — He undertakes a pilgrimage to Mecca and 
enters into a truce with the inhabitants, — He is made 
king, — He is poisoned at Chaibar. 

Samuel Mother, what effect had Moham- 
med's victory upon the people of Mecca? 

Mother, Abu Sophyan and the citizens of 
Mecca determined to be revenged on Moham- 
med. The Koreish raised an array of three 
thousand men, which, under the command of 
Abu Sophyan, marched against the prophet. 
Mohammed had but one* thousand men in his 
army. He at first determined to remain in the 
city, and not to risk a general battle. But his 
men recollected their former victory, and were 
impatient to be led against their enemies. He 
very unwisely yielded to their wishes, and prom- 
ised them certain victory. But he was entirely 
defeated, and came very near losing his life. 
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His uncle Hamza, and »ixty-nine others were 
killed in tbe battle. 

Samud. Why, mother, I should think this 
would have ruined his credit as a prophet. 

Mother. It was likely to do so. His follow- 
ers were quite dissatisfied with their defeat 
They said the prophet had deceived them ; for 
his promise of victory had not been fulfilled. 
But, with his usual ingenuity, he got himself 
out of the difficulty. He threw the blame upon 
the sins of the people ; and said that the Lord 
was angry with them. He quieted the grief of 
those who had lost their friends in battle, by tell- 
ing them that the time of every man's death was 
fixed by the decrees of God ; and that, if they 
had been any where else, they could not have 
avoided their fate. 
Samuel Well, mother, is not that true ? 
Mother. It is true that the time, as well as all 
the circumstances of every man's death is fixed 
by the decrees of God ; but it does not follow 
from this that these men would certainly ha ve 
died, if they had not gone to the battle. God 
has fore»ordained not only the time, but the 
means of our death ; which are all in his hands. 
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Bat it would be ridiculous for any man to saf , 
" because the time of my death is fixed, I wilf 
throw myself into the river and . be drowned." 
God has established a connection between cer- 
tain means and certain ends, which we cannot 
destroy; and this connection enters into his 
decrees. 

Elizabeth. I do not understand this mother? 

Mother. Neither do I understand it, my 
dear. How can such weak and ignorant crea- 
tures as we are understand the ways of the Infi- 
nite God ? " Canst thou by searching find out 
God? Canst thou find out the Almighty unto 
perfection ? It is high as heaven ; what canst 
thou dot deeper than hell; what canst thou 
know? The measure thereof is longer than 
the earth, and broader than the sea."^ Moham- 
med also assured them that the fi'iends, who had 
been killed in battle, had died martyrs for the 
faith, and gone to Paradise. In this manner, he 
settled the rebellious feelings of his people. 

Samuel I should think Mohammed's ene- 
mies would have taken advantage of this vic- 

• Job 11: 7—9. 
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-Lory, to have destroyed both him and his reli- 
gion. 

Mother, They might easily have' done so; 
l3ut Abu Sophy an did not follow up the advan- 
tages he had gained. Here we may see the 
hand of Providence preserving even a wicked 
man, for the accomplishment of his purposes. 
God evidently designed Mohammed as a scourge 
for the idolatry of the heathen, and for his 
apostate church ; and his enemies could go no 
further than they were permitted. Abu Sophy an, 
however, gave Mohammed a challenge to fight 
a duel, which the prophet accepted. 

About this time, Mohammed prohibited die 
use of wine and strong drink, and forbade his 
followers playing at games of chance. He hwl 
probably seen the evil consequences of these 
practices, in creating disturbances among his 
people. The most conscientious Mohamme- 
dans still refuse to taste any intoxicating liquors ; 
and hold it criminal to make, buy, or sell, them. 

Samuel. * Mother, I think a great many who 
call themselves Christians may learn a good les- 
son from their example. 

Mother. Yes, my son ; the Moslems hdd it 
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criminal to make, buy, or sell intoxicating li- 
quors, because Mohammed has forbidden their 
use. We see every where around us the deso- 
lation which these liquors are producing in so- 
ciety. This should be a sufficient reason for us 
to hold it criminal to make or sell the poison. 
The person who deals in intoxicating liquors, is 
the first cause of the ruin produced by them. 
One distillery or one grog shop may cause the 
death of hundreds, besides all the distress which 
it brings upon their families. 

Elizabeth. Mother, if the liquor they drink 
is the cause of their death, are not those who sell 
it to them murderers ? 

Mother, I can see very little difference, my 
dear, in the moral guilt of the highway robber 
and the dealer in spirituous liquors. The one 
takes a man's life openly for the sake of getting 
his money ; the other sells the poison that he 
knows will destroy both soul and body, for the 
sake of making money, by the profits of the sale. 

About this time, Mohammed committed an- 
other murder. Being informed that Sophyan the 
son of Caled, was collecting men for the purpose 
of attacking him, he sent a man to kill him se- 
cretly. 



d by Google 



THE FALSE PKOPHBT. 166 

Samuel. I think Mohammed's murders were 
very mean and cowardly, mother. 

Mother. They were so ; but he justified any 
measures which he found necessary to effect his 
object. 

Elizabeth. Were Mohammed's enemies sat- 
isfied with the victory they had already gained 
over him ? 

Mother, No, my dear ; in the fifth year of the 
Hejira, theKoreish, with a number of neighbor- 
ing tribes, many of whom were Jews, raised an 
army of ten thousand men, and marched against 
Medina. Mohammed ordered a deep ditch to 
be dug all around the city. Behind this^he re- 
mained nearly a month. During this time, his 
spies were secretly employed in bringing over to 
his interest several of the leading men of the 
enemy. These were then employed in creating 
divisions among the rest.- At length, the camp 
was torn in pieces with contentions ; and one 
party afler another left it, till scarcely any of the 
army remained. These, the Moslems say« were 
driven away by a terrible storm. 

Samuel I think Mohammed made use of 
foul means to overcome his enemies. Would 



d by Google 



156 THE FAL6B PROPHET. 

the Lord juiDtify such underhand meanneas, by 
sending a storm to overthrow his enemies. 

Mother, As I said before, the Lord often 
employs wicked men as instruments to accom- 
plish his purposes. Although he looks upon 
them and all their conduct with abhorrence, yet 
he frequently gives them remarkable success in 
all their enterprises, till he has accomplished his 
own designs with them. Then he punishes 
them in return. This was the case with the 
kings of Assyria and Babylon. God employed 
them to punish the sins of the children of > Israel. 
But, be afterwards punished them for the sins 
they committed while executing his wrath npoo 
his own people.* 

Samueh You said many of the people who 
came against Mohammed were Jews. How 
did he generally treat the Jews ? 

Mother. At first lie appeared favorably dis- 
posed towards them. But they very obstinately 
rejected his mission ; and he became their bit- 
terest enemy.-^He treated them with greater 
cruelty than he did any other people. He con- 
quered several Jewish tribes near Medina ; tak- 

• See Iia. 10 : 5—19, and 47: 1—15. 
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iiig away tb6 pro|>erty of some, banishing some, 
and putting others to death. 

Peter. O, iDOther, do tell us more aboni 
If ohammed's wars. 

Mother. It is not necessary, my son, to fel- 
low Mohammed through all his warlike move- 
ments. In the fire following years, he und»« 
took twenty-seven expeditions, and engaged in 
nine pitched battles. All this time, his coarse 
was stained with the blood of his fellow crea- 
tures: In the sixth year of the Hejira, he under- 
took a pilgrimage to Mecca. When he arrived 
at Hodeibiya, a place a little distance from the 
city, he stopped and sent a messenger to let the 
people know that he was coming. They were 
jealous of him, and sent word that if he came 
into the city, he must force his way at the point 
of the sword. He then called his men together, 
and they resolved to attack the city. But, b^ 
fore they carried their determination into eftct, 
the people of Mecca sent to make peace with 
hiro. A truce was concluded for ten years. By 
this, Mohammed and his foUoWers were allowed 
to visit the city, provided they came unarmed, 
as pilgrims, and remained not more than three 
14 
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days at a time. Not long after this, Mohammed 
was made king, by his principal men, with 
great solemnity. He now united in himself the 
offices of prophet, priest, and king, of his people. 
In capacities he was absolute; and his will was 
their law. They fiad now increased to a very 
large number. They were so devoted to him, 
that they preserved every hair that fell from his 
head, and even the water in which he washed 
himself. The same year, he led his army 
against Chaibar, a city inhabited by Jews. 
They defended themselves bravely ; but* he forc- 
ed his way into the city and took it. After en- 
tering the city, he went to the house of Haretb, 
one of the principal inhabitants. While there, 
Zeinab, the daughter of Hareth, put some pois- 
on in a shoulder of mutton that was set on the 
table before him. Bashar, one of his compan- 
ions, as soon as he began to eat of it, was seized 
with convulsions, and died on the spot. Mo- 
hammed spit out most of what he had U^cn 
into his mouth, and so was saved from sudden 
death. But he never recovered from the effects 
of the poison. In a little more than three years, 
it brought him to his end. Zeinab was asked 
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■why she attempted to poison the prophet. She 
answered that she was determined to try his 
powers as a prophet. " If he were a true proph- 
et," said she, ** he would know that the meat 
was poisoned ; if not, it would be a favor to the 
iTirorld to rid it of such a tyrant." But Moham- 
med was still able to proceed in his enterprizes. 
He subdued three other Jewish tribes, compel- 
ling them to pay him a yearly tax. 

QUESTIONS. 

What did Abu Sophyan and the citizens of Mecca do ? 
Who gained the victory in this battle ? What effect had 
this upon Mohammed's followers ? How did he quiet 
them? What did he forbid to his followers? What 
happened in the fiflh . year of the Hejira ? How did 
Mohammed treat the Jews ? What did Mohammed do 
in the fi,ve following years ? What did he do in the sixth 
year of the Hejira ? What happened at Mecca ? What 
happened not long afler this? What happened to 
Mohammed at Chaibar ? 
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CONVERSATION IX. 

Mohammed takes Mecca, — Defeats the neighhotiBg 
Tribes,— His death, — His Character. 

Caroline. Come, mother, will you sit down 
now, and tell us more about Mohammed ? 

Mother, Yes, my dear ; I am glad you feel 
interested with the history. 

SamueL Mother, did Mohammed keep the 
trace which he made with the people of Mec- 
ea? 

Mother. About two years after the truce or 
treaty was made, he accused them of breaking 
it. This furnished him with a pretext for 
making war upon them, and he led an army 
of ten thousand men against Uie city. Since 
the conclusion of the treaty, he had, by his arts, 
gained over to his party a number of the prin- 
cipal citizens of Mecca. He now marched his 
army so rapidly that they arrived at the city 
'before the inhabitants heard that he was com- 
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ing. They saw that they must give themselves 
up to him or be destroyed. 

Abu Sophyan, Mohammed's bitterest enemy, 
and his uncle Abbas, brought him the keys of 
the city. They both acknowledged him as the 
Apostle of God, and embraced his religion. 

Samuel. I thmk they didn't care much about 
their religion, if they could give it up and em- 
brace another, which they did not believe, from 
fear of death. 

Mother. They were Pagans ; and the differ- 
ence between the old religion and the nfew was 
not worth suffering for. The chief men of the 
Koreish tribe fell down before Mohammed^ and 
asked for mercy. "What mercy can you expect 
from the man you have wronged," exclaimed 
Mohammed. " We confide in the generosity of 
our kinsman," said they. " You shall not con- 
fide in vain," replied Mohammed. " Be gone; 
you are safe ; you are free." After entering 
into the city, he went to the temple and took 
out of it three hundred aud sixty idols, which 
the Pagan Arabs had worshiped. He then con- 
secrated it to the services of his religion. He 
also set apart the whole city as holy ground, and 
14* . 
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ratde a law that no unbelierer should set his 
foot upon it. The day that he entered the citj, 
be ordered his crier to go up to the top of the 
temple, and call the people to prayer. 

Samuel Mdther, did the other tribes who 
had opposed Mohammed now surrender to hiai ? 

Mother^ No ; when they heard that Mecca 
was taken, they collected an army of four thou* 
sand men, and marched against Mohammed. 
He met them three miles from the oity. His 
men were so much superior in number that thej 
thought th^y were certain of victory. But the 
«nemy rushed upon them in such a desperate 
msnner as to put to flight nearly the whole ar- 
my. Mohammed sat on a white mule. With 
a few of his faithful followers by his side, he 
maintained his ground. It was only by main 
force that one of his uncles and a cousin pre- 
rented him from rushing alone into the midst of 
the enemy. "O my brethren," he exclaimed, 
^' I am the son of Abdaliah ! I am the Apostle 
of truth! O men, stand fast in the faith! O 
God, send down thy succor !" His uncle Abbw 
called out with a loud voice to the flying troops, 
and they gradually returned to tfaehr duty. Mo- 
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bammed thai charged the enemy anew, and 
gained a complete victory. But he pretended 
that the angels assisted him. 

Samuel. Well, I suppose this victory brought 
all the Arabs under him, didn't it? 

Mother. Yes ; he now became the fiorereign 
of all Arabia. 

Elizabeth. What use did he make of bis 
power, mother ? I should suppose, from what 
you have told us about him, that he would op- 
press and abuse the people. 

Mother. He employed the rest Of the year in 
destroying all the idols throughout Arabia. 

Samuel. Why, that was a good thing, I am 
sure, mother. 

Mother, Yes, my son ; it was a good thing 
in itself, but although he destroyed idolatry, he 
*gave the people nothing better. His system is 
just as absurd, as the religion of the heathen. 
Bat his ambition was not satisfied with all Ara>- 
bia. In the ninth year of the Hejira, he began 
to make preparations for conquering Syria. But 
he did not live to carry it fully into execution. 
However, he entered upon it, and becadae mas- 
ter of several places of importance. The fame 
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of his power had now become great ; and many 
tribes, of their own accord, sent and acknowl- 
edged his authority over them. At the close of 
the year, he made his last pilgrimage to Mecca. 
The number of Moslems, who accompanied 
him on this occasion, was one hundred thou- 
sand ! From this, some estimate can be made 
of the rapid increase of his followers. 

The religion of Mohammed was now firmly 
established. Three years had passed since he 
conquered Mecca. In that time he had des- 
troyed the idols of all Arabia, and extended his 
conquests to the borders of the Greek and Per- 
sian empires. He had fought a desperate battle 
with the armies of the Greek emperor, and de- 
feated them. His throne was now firmly estab- 
lished. He had laid the foundation of an em- 
pire which has since extended over almost half 
the world. India, Persia, the Eastern division 
of the Roman Empire, then called the Greek 
Empire, the whole of Asia Minor, Egypt, Barba- 
ry, and Spain, eventually fell into the hands of 
the Mussulmen. But^ the effects of the poison 
which he had taken at the house of the Jew, 
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began more and more sensibly to appear. Eve- 
■"y ^^Yi the disease gained upon him. 

JEKzabeth, I think fae must have felt Tery 
bad, when he saw death coming, after he had 
been all his life imposing upon mankind. 

Mother. But, as he had liyed, so he died, 
deceiving the people. Three days before his 
death be was carried to the mosque, where he 
preached to his disciples for the last time, pray- 
ed with them, and gave them his parting bless- 
ing. " If there be any man," said he, " whom 
I have unjustly scourged, 1 submit my own back 
to the lash of retaliation. Have I injured the 
character of any Mussulman ? Let him proclaim 
my faults in the face of the congregation. Has 
any one been robbed of his goods ? The little 
that I possess shall pay the principal and inter- 
est of the debt." " Yes," replied a voice from 
the crowd, *' thou owest me three drachms of 
silver." Mohammed paid the debt, and thank- 
ed the man that he had accused him in this 
world rather then at the day of judgment. He 
had twenty-eight slaves: seventeen men and 
eleven women. He now aet them all at liberty. 
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Samuel Why, mother, how would it sound 
to read about phrist's holding slaves. 

Mother. It would indeed sound most revolt- 
ing. It would carry with it an idea of selfish* 
ness wholly inconsistent with the perfect and 
holy character ascribed to him in the Bible. 
But his followers are directed to manifest his 
spirit and to imitate his example. If it would 
be revolting to speak of Jesus Christ as a slave- 
holder, it ought to excite the same feeling to 
speak of his followers as s^ch. It is utterly in- 
consistent with the spirit of the Gospel for one 
man to make a slave of another. 

Samuel. I am sure I should not like to be a 
slave ; and I think any person .would do wrong 
to make me a slave; and I suppose every body 
else feels just so. But the Lord Jesus says we 
must do to others, as we would wish them to do 
,to us. How could any one obey this rule, and 
make a slave of another. 

Mother. It is impossible, my son. The 
spirit of slavery is the spirit of selfishness, in- 
justice and oppression ; and cannot be reconcil- 
ed with the spirit of the Gospel. Yet, there are 
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tnany that call themselves Christians, who hold 
slaves. 

Peter, But Mohammed gave his slaves their 
liberty, when he died; was not that good, mo- 
ther? 

Mother, It only discovers still further his 
selfish spirit. Of what use could his slaves be 
to him af^er he died ? He kept them in bondage 
as long as they could be of any use to him ; and 
then he let him go free. I have but a poor 
opinion of the liberality of a death bed. It is 
only giving away what we cannot keep. 

Mohammed directed the order of his funeral, 
and 'appointed Abubeker to perfornf religious 
services, in his place, in the mosque. Just be- 
fore he died, he said that the angel of death 
was not allowed to take his soul, till he had first 
asked his consent ! 

Elizabeth. O, mother ! how could he be so 
bold as to lie, while the hand of death was upon 
him ? 

Mother. His last words were, " O God ! par- 
don my sins. Yes, I come among my fellow 
laborers on high.*' He then sprinkled his face 
with water and died. Some of his followers, 
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could not believe that he was dead. ** How 
can he be dead/' said they, ^* our Witness, our 
Intercessor, our Mediator, with God? Hei is 
not dead. Like Moses and Jesus, he is onlj 
wrapped in holy trance, and speedily will he 
return to his faithful people." Omar threaten- 
ed to strike off the heads of the infidels who 
should say that the prophet was dead. But, 
Abubeker asked them whether God or Moham- 
med was the subject of their worship. " The 
God of Mohammed/' said he, " liveth forever ; 
but the Apostle was a mortal like ourselves/' 
He showed them also that Mohammed's death 
was foretdd in the Koran. At length, he quell- 
ed the tumult, and quieted the people. Moham- 
med was buried under the floor of the room in 
which be died, at Medina. 

Samud, Mother, can you tell us something 
more about the character of Mohammed ? 

MotJuTn He was the most successful Im- 
postor that ever lived. His nftural abilities 
were very great. He had traveled much, and 
was well acquainted with human nature. In the 
arts of insinuation and address, he was without 
a rival. His temper was cheerful, and his man- 
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ners easy, tie was pleasant and familiar in 
conversation. He possessed, in a remarkable 
degcee, the art of gaining friends, and securing 
their affections. But the most remarkable trait 
in bis character was, that he always appeared to 
be convinced that he was the man of God. He 
never forgot the inspired character which he 
had assumed. Never, even in his most unguard- 
, ed moments, even with his wives and familiar 
friends did he say or do any thing which might 
lead them to suppose that he did not believe 
what he taught. This was, perhaps, one of the 
principal means of his success. Every thing 
that happened, he would turn to his* account. 
Being subject to epileptic fits, he pretended that, 
while under their influence, he was seeing vieh 
ions. He also had a wen between his shoulders, 
which he called the seal of prophecy. - But, a& 
ter all that has been said, it must be confessed 
that the hand of God was manifest, in giving 
such singular success to his designs. I do not 
mean that God approved his conduct. But the 
Arabs were idolaters ; and the Lord might just- 
ly give them over to be deceived by Moham- 
med, as a punishment for their sins. The 
15 
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kings of Persia were proud Pagans, and the most 
bitter persecutors of Christians. The churches 
throughout all the Eastern Empire, particu[arlj 
where the Gospel was first preached, had now 
become exceedingly corrupt and wicked. Thus 
Mohammed became the scourge of God, both to 
his open enemies and his apostate people. 

Samuel But what was Mohammed's moral 
character, mother ? 

Mother. It was exceedingly polluted. He pre- 
tended to have particular revelations, by which 
he was allowed to practice vices which were 
denied to his followers. 

Caroline, Why, mother, did he think he 
could make wrong right, and bad good, in this 
way? 

Mother, By the Koran, all Mussulmen, are 
forbidden to have more than fbur wives ,* but 
Mohammed was allowed to have as many as be 
pleased. Among other ^privileges denied to his 
followers, he was allowed to commit murder^ in 
all the sacred territory, even in Mecca. 

Elizabeth, How could he be so wicked as to 
pretend that God would grant him the privilege 
of committing murder ? 
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Mother. Strange as it may seem, whenever 
lie wished to indulge himself in any immoral 
conduct, he would publish a new chapter of the 
Koran, allowing him the privilege ; and this sat- 
isfied his deluded followers. 

QUESTIONS. 

Can you give an account of the taking of Mecca? 
What did the neighboring tribes do, when they heard 
that Mecca was taken ? What happened in the ninth 
year of the Hejirah ? Can you give an account of the 
death of Mohammed ? What was Mohammed's natural 
qualifications ? What was his moral character ? 
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The immediate successors of Mohammed. 

Samuel Mother, did Mohammed's religioo 
spread any more after his death 1 

Mother, Yes ; after Mohammed's death, Abo- 
beker was appointed Calipli. 

Caroline. What is a Caliph, mother ? 

Mother. The Caliph, with Mohammedans, 
is just what the Pope is with the Papists. 
The Pope pretends to take the place of St. Pe- 
ter, and to be the representative* of Christ on 
earth. The Caliph is the representative of 
Mohammed. They both maintain absolute pow- 
er, both in civil and religious matters. The 
followers of Mohammed now thought themselves 
bound, if possible, to extend their religion 
throughout the whole world. Abubeker showed 
great respect for the memory of the Prophet 
He appeared to be convinced of the truth of his 
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mission, and was very exact in observing every 
cereraony of his religion. His soldiers were full 
of enthusiasm. They considered themselves as 
«o many missionaries. They despised death, 
because they believed that, if they died in the 
service of the Prophet, they would go immedi- 
ately to Paradise. Their camps were like great 
mosques, where prayers were performed at ap- 
pointed hours. No licentiousness or tumults 
existed in the armies. Fanaticism bad taken 
such deep hold of their minds, that the great 
object of spreading the new religion seemed to 
swallow up every other. 

Elizabeth, O, mother, I wish Christians 
were as devoted to the cause of missions for the 
spreading of the Gospel. 

Mother > It would be a glorious thing if they 
were ; but I hope they never will be found using 
the same means. It is a mournful fact, that the 
Mohammedans and Papists have been more 
-zealous in missionary efforts than Christians 
now are. But I hope soon to see the church 
wake up to her duty, in this respect. So devot- 
ed are the Mussulmen to the new religion, that 
they were ready to obey, at a moment's warning, 
15* 
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the orders of the Caliph. Abubeker wrote to 
Meeca these words : — ** I intend to take Syria 
out of the hands of the infidels ; and I wish 
you to know, that, in fighting for the propaga- 
tion of the true religion, you obey the will of 
God." The people of Mecca ran out in crowds 
and encamped round Medina. Although pro- 
▼isioQs were scarce, yet they remained there 
till the army was completed. Just before thej 
fitarted, the Caliph, in sight of the whole army, 
prayed that they might be filled with courage, 
and prospered in their enterprize. He then 
charged the general to treat his soldiers with 
kindness, and affection, and to consult his offi- 
cers on all occasions. He told him how to 
treat the people whom he should conquer. They 
forced their way into Syria, as far as Damascus.- 
The emperor * Heraclius sent assistance to this 
city ; but, afler enduring a long siege, it was 
taken. It was attacked on opposite sides, by 
two Mussulmen generals. On one side, the 
people surrendered to Obeidah. Kaled forced 
his way into the city, on the other side. Ob»* 
idah treated the inhabitants with kindness and 
humanity. Kided kiHed men, women, and ehil* 
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dren, with the sword, and burned their homes. 
The two generals met in the city and agreed 
Hhnt each should pursue the course which he 
chose. Damascus now presented a singula 
q;>ectacle. One half the city was suffering all 
the horrors of war, and the air was filled with 
%he shrieks of women and children. The other 
loaded with blessings its compassionate con- 
^erer. 

Samuel. Mother, how long did Abubeker 
liYe, after he was appointed Caliph ? 

Mother. He lived only three years. When 
he died he left but three drachmas in money. 
Omar was appointed in his place. He took the 
title of emperor or commander of the faithful ; 
iR^ich was continued by his sucoessors. He 
^^onquered Mesopotamia, Judea, Egypt, Alexan- 
dria, Antioch, and the finest parts of Syria. 
Yet, fa& never went with his army. He sent 
orders to his generals from Medina. They reg- 
ulated themselves by them, and the soldiers sub- 
mitted without a murmur. While Obeidah was 
in Syria, he wrote to Omar that some of the sol- 
diers indul|^d themeelvas in drinking wine. 
Omar ordered them to be punished with eighty- 
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nine strokes on their feet. The general inform*' 
ed the soldiers of this sentence, and exhorted 
those who were guilty to confess their fault, and 
submit to the punishment. A great number 
confessed, and voluntarily submitted to the pun- 
ishment. Omar had degraded one of his gen- 
erals ; yet he continued in the army. He said 
that he disliked the Caliph as a man ; but he 
submitted to the will of God, expressed by him, 
as the lawful successor of Mohammed. 

Samuel Why, what slaves these people were, 
mother ! 

Mother. Yes ; their minds were completely 
enslaved ; and here you see what an astonishing 
ascendency the most absurd delusions may ob- 
tain over the mindsr of those whom God has 
forsaken. I will relate to you a conversatioH 
which took place between Constantine, son of 
the Emperor Heraclius, and Amra, one of 
Omar's generals ; — 

Constantine, The Greeks and Arabs, being 
near relations, are to blame for going to war. 

Amra. ft their religion be different, this is 
a sufficient reason to go to war,^en though 
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they be brethren. Bat I am ignorant of the 
relationship between the Koreish and the Greeks. 

Constantine. Adam, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, 
and Esau, were the fathers of the Greeks and 
Arabs. They are then relations, and should 
TK>t quarrel about the lands which their fathers 
•divided among them. 

Antra, That is true; but that division no 
longer exists.^ The country you possess does 
not belong to you. It was inhabited by the 
Amalekites before you ; and they are the de- 
«cendents of Sbem, and so are we. We desire 
the inheritance of our brethren. We only in- 
tend to"put things on their former footing. We 
will take possession of your fertile fields, your 
rich pasturage, your magnificent houses. We 
will give you in exchange our rocks, our deserts, 
oor dry and barren lands, which were the share 
of Ham and Japhet, from whom you are de- 
43cended. 

Constantme ^replied that the long time the 
Crreeks had inhabited the^ country destroyed ev- 
ery other title. 

Amra. Xpu are right. But we find Syria so 
charming a country, in comparison with ours, 
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that we absolutely resolve to make otrrseTves 
roasters of it. However, you have two ways of 
remaining in the peaceable possession of your 
immense wealth : either by embracing Islamism, 
or paying the tribute we require of Infidels. 

Elizabeth* Fine reasoning, indeed, mother? 

Mother, Yes, and the reason they gave for 
taking Jerusalem, was much like this. They 
said if was the holy city from which Mohammed 
started on his journey to the seven heavens; and 
that it ought not to remain in the hands of the 
Infidels. The inhabitants of Jerusalem obtained 
leave to give up the city only to Omar himself. 
The Caliph consented to undertake the journey. 
He first visited the tomb of Mohammed. He 
then mounted a camel, loaded with two bags. 
The one contained a mixture of barley, rice and 
wheat, cleaned and boiled. The other was fil- 
led with fruit. Before him he carried a leath- 
ern bottle, filled with water ; and behind him a 
wooden dish. He began the day with prayer ; 
gave his companion a short exhortation ; and 
then filled the wooden dish with his coarse fare. 
He and his companions then ate from the same 
dish. When not on a journey, his common 
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food was barley bread, seasoned with a little 
salt. But sometimes by way of mortification, 
he would eat it without salt. He drank nothing 
but water. His clothes were coarse, and inter- 
-woven with camel's hair. His appearance was 
very slovenly. 

SnmueL Did he think there was any merit 
in living so meanly, mother ? 

Mother, From a conversation which took 
place between the emperor Heraclius and Ra- 
faa, an Arabian prisoner, it seems he did. The 
emperor asked Rafaa,'why Omar lived in such 
a coarse style, when he had taken such vast 
treasures from the Christians. Rafaa replied, 
** From the fear of God, and a value for the life 
to come." 

IleracUus. In what sort of a palace does he 
dwell ? 

Rafaa, In a palace built of earth. 
Heraclius. Who are his domestics ? 
Rafaa, The poor and needy. 
Heraclius. On what carpet does he sit ? 
Rafaa. Upon justice and equity. 
Heraclius. What is his throne ? 
Rafaa. Moderation, and the knowledge of 
truth. 
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HeracUus, His treasures 1 

Rafaa. His trust in God. 

HeracUus. His guards ? 

Rafaa, The bravest of the Unitarians. 

Elizabeth. Who did they mean by Unitssi" 
ans, mother? 

Mother, The Mussulmen do not believe 10 
the doctrine of the Trinity. They therefore cal- 
led themselves Unitarians, in opposition Uf 
Christians. In the conclusioi]^ of this conversa- 
tion, Rafaa told the emperor that many persons 
asked Omar why he did n«t wear costly apparel. 
But the Caliph replied, ''You seek the good 
things of this world ; but I seek the favor of him 
who is sovereign of this world, and of the world 
to come." Here again we see the power of fa- 
naticism and superstition upon the human mind. 
Men will endure all kinds of hardships, if they 
think they can get to heaven by it. Yet, they 
are unwilling to receive eternal life as a free gift, 
through the merits of the Lord Jesus alone, be- 
cause it humbles the pride of their hearts. 

Samuel Mother, I have read, somewhere, 
about the Mohammedans burning up a great 
many books. Is thai true ? 
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Mother, Yes ; at Alexandria, in Egypt, there 
Mras a famous library, containing many thousand 
volumes of choice and valuable books, many of 
ivbich were to be found nowhere else. When 
Amra, Omar's general, took that city, he wrote 
to the Caliph, inquiring what he should do with 
his library. Omar answered that, if these books 
agreed with the Koran, that divine book, was 
all that was necessary, and all others were use- 
less : if they contained any thing contrary to the 
Koran, they were pernicious, and should be des- 
troyed. Amra therefore employed the books in 
heating the baths of Alexandria. There were 
four thousand of these baths, and the bboks of 
the library supplied them with fuel for six months. 
These books probably contained many valuable 
records of ancient times. And the world has 
suffered the loss of much useful knowledge by 
the blind zeal of this bigoted Mussulman. The 
Caliph, X however, granted many privileges to the 
Christians of Jerusalem, which they enjoy to 
this day. 

. Omar was killed by a slate, for refusing to 
hear an unjust accusation against his master. 
He lived thr6e days after receiving the wound 
16 
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which caused his death. His friends requested 
him to appoint a successor. They named sev- 
eral persons to him ; but he rejected them all, 
on account of some trait of character which he 
disliked. His own son was mentioned. *' Ah !" 
said he, '' it is sufficient that one man in a family 
is obliged to give an account of a charge so ar- 
duous as the office of Caliph." He then appoint- 
ed six persons to choose a Caliph after his 
death. They appointed Othman. During his 
reign, the Mussulmen took possession of the fin- 
est parts of Persia, strengthened themselves in 
Egypt, and made settlements in Cyprus. But 
they were bound together by no moral princi- 
ple, selfishness reigned over all. They began 
to quarrel among themselves. Othman was 
murdered in his old age. Two rival candidates 
for the office of Caliph rose up^ and a civil war 
followed. Since that time, the Mohammedans 
have been divided into two great parties. These 
parties are also divided into innumerable sects. 
But it would be uninteresting to you to pursue 
this history any further. We have seen the rise, 
progress, and final establishment of this singular 
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imposture. — It now remains to show that it is 
foretold in the holy Scriptures. 

QUESTIONS. 

What happened after the death of Mohammed ? What 
did Abubeker do before the army started for Syria ? 
What happened at Damascus? Who became Caliph 
after Abubeker's death ? What happened while Obeidah 
was in Syria ? What were the character and habits of 
Omar ? What can you relate of the burning of the Al- 
exandrian Library ? What happened, after the death of 
Omar ? 
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A Short view of the Prophecies relating to Mohamme- 
danism. 

Samuel, Mother, will you tell us now about 
the prophecies in the Bible relating to Moham- 
med and his religion 1 

Mother. Yes, my son ; if you will get the 
Bible and read in the eighth chapter of Daniel, 
from the 8th to the 14th and from the 21st to 
the 26th verses, I will show you how it applies 
to the character and conduct of Mohammed 
and his followers. 

Samuel ** Therefore the he-goat waxed vetj 
great : and when he was strong, the great horn 
was broken ; apd for it came up four notable 
ones toward the four winds of heaven. And 
out of one of them came forth a little horn, 
which waxed exceeding great toward the soatb, 
and toward the east, and toward the pleasant 
land. And it waxed great, even to the host of 
heaven ; and it cast down some of the host and 
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of the Stars to the ground and stamped upon 
them. Yea, he magnified himself even to the 
prince of the host, and by him the daily sacrifice 
ivas taken away, and the place of his sanctuary 
-was cast down. And a host was giv«n him 
against the daily sacrifice by reason of trans- 
gression, and it cast down the truth to the 
ground ; and it practised and prospered. Then 
I heard one saint speaking, and another saint 
9aid unto that certain saint which spake, How 
long shall be the vision concerning the daily 
sacrifice, and the transgression of desolation, to 
give both the sanctuary and the host to be trod- 
den under foot?" 

** And the rough goat is the king of Grecia : 
and the great horn that is between his ey^s is 
the first king. Now that being broken, whereas 
four stood up for it, four kingdoms shall stand 
up out of the nation, but not in his power. And 
in the latter time of their kingdom, when the 
tr«ngressors are come to the full, a king o£ fierce 
countenance, and understanding dark sentences, 
shall stand up. And his power shall be mighty, 
but not by his own power ; and he shall destroy 
wonderfully, and shall prosper, and practise, 
16* 
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and shall destroy the mighty, and the holy peo- 
ple. And through his policy also he shall cause 
craft to prosper in his hand ; and he shall mag- 
nify himself in his heart, and hy peace shall de- 
stroy many : he shall also stand up against the 
Prince of princes ; but he shall be broken with- 
out hand." 

Mother, The book of Daniel contains a pro- 
phetic view of the four great empires, which 
conquered most pf the world. 

Samuel. Yes, mother, I have read about them. 
They were the kingdom of Babylon, the king- 
dom of the Medes and Persians, the Greek em- 
pire, and the Roman empire. But, I didn't 
know that they were foretold in the Bible. I 
have often wondered what could be the meaning 
of many parts of the book of Daniel ; but from 
the '' Great Apostasy," I learned that the se- 
venth chapter relates to Popery. 

Mother, Yes ; the eighth foretells the great 
impostor which rose up and overwhelmed tbe 
Eastern church. 

Peter. Mother, what is meant by the he- 
gpat, that waxed very great, in the first verse 
that Samuel read? 
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Mother. The rough he-goat representB the 
united power of the states of Greece. 

Elizabeth, Well, what was the great hom^ 
between his eyes ? 

Mvther. A Aora, in prophecy means a king-' 
dam. The great horn, here spoken of, is the 
kingdom of Alexander the Great^ which rose out 
of those states. 

Samud. Bat, it says, the great horn was 
broken, and four others came up in its plasce. 
What does that mean? 

Mother. Alexander the Great died, his king- 
dom was broken to pieces, and divided between 
four of his generals. These four kingdoms 
were the four horns that came up after the great 
one was broken^ One of these four kingdoms 
embraced Egypt, Libya, Arabia^ Cadosyria, and 
Palestine. This was the one out of which the 
Kttk horn arose. Elizabeth, you may read the 
9th verse. 

Elizabeth. " And out of one of them came 
forth a little horn, which waxed exceeding great 
toward the South, and toward the East, and to> 
ward the Pleasant Land.'' Mother, what it 
meant by the Uttk horn, that came out of <me 
of the four 1 
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Mother. It undoubtedly means the Moham- 
medan power. That province of -4ra6t«, which 
was conquered by Alexander, was the very one 
in which Mohammed was born. So that the 
empire of the Saracens rose out of one of the 
four kingdoms into which Alexander's domin- 
ions were divided. The horn in the vision was 
at first a little one, Mohammedanism had a 
very small beginning. Its founder was an ob- 
scure inhabitant of a desert corner of Asia. 
His first converts were his wife, his pupil, and 
his friend. At the end of three years from the 
time he fipt began to make known his project, 
he had scarcely a dozen followers. But, from 
the history I have already related, it appears 
that Mohammedanism, from this very small be- 
ginning, soon became a great kingdom. It ex- 
tended itself to the South, over Arabia, Egypt, 
and a considerable part of Central Africa : to 
the East, over Persia, Bokhara, and Hindostan ; 
to the north, over Palestine^ Asia Minor, Mes- 
opotamia, Greece, and Tartary. The land of 
Judea is called in Scripture, the ** pleasant 
land,'* from its being the residence of God's 
chosen people, the seat of worship, where ba 
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mafiifested his glory, ia a peculiar manner ; and 
from its containing the city of Jerusalem, and 
tlie temple. So we see that the kingdom of the 
Saracens " waxed great toward the South, and 
toward the East, and toward the pleasant land ;" 
exactly corresponding with the prophecy. Car- 
oline, my dear, yon may read the 10th verse. 

Caroline, " And it waxed great, eren to the 
host of heaven.'' What is the host of heaven, 
mother ? 

Mother, The host of heavtn means the stars. 
In the language of prophecy, stars mean the 
ministers and officers of the church. You may 
read on, my dear. 

Caroline. ^* And it cast down some of the 
host, and of the stars, to the ground, and stamp- 
ed npon them." * What does this mean, mother ? 

Mother, The degenerate charch of the East 
was entirely given into the hands of the Mus- 
sulmen. The Eastern clergy, at this time, were 
exceedingly corrupt, and there was scarcely any 
real piety among them. The Mohammedans 
compelled many of them to renounce Christiani- 
ty altogether. This was casting the stars to the 
ground. The rest were exposed to the most gal- 
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ling tyranny. This was stamping vpan them. 
Elizabeth, you may read the deventh verse. 

Elizabeth. ''Yea, he magnifieth himself 
even to the Prince of the Host." Who is meant 
by the Prince of the Host, mother ? 

Mother, The Lord Jesus Christ. Moham- 
med pretended to be a greater prophet than Je- 
sus. Thus, he magnijied himself even unto the 
Prince of the Host. You may read on, my dear. 

Elizabeth. " And by him the daily sacrifice 
was taken away, and the place of his sanctuary 
was cast down." What does the prophet mean, 
mother, by the daily sacrifice ? 

Mother, The Jews offered sacrifice in the 
temple every day. This was called the dailtf 
sacrifice. Under the Gospel dispensation prayer 
is called sacrifice. Christians used to meet in 
the churches for prayer every day. This might 
very properly be called the daily sacrifice. Bat 
when the Mohammedans broke up the churches 
of the East, they took away this daily sacrifice. 

Elizabeth, Well, what does the rest of the 
verse mean, which says, " the place of his Sanc- 
tuary was cast down?" 

M(^her, The place where God is worshiped 
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is called in Scripture, the Sanctuary, The 
Mohammedans turned many of the Christian 
churches into mosques. The Christians, in 
Mohammedan countries, have not been allowed 
to build any n^w churches, nor to rebuild any 
that have been destroyed ; so that, at the pres- 
ent day, very few churches remain among them. 
The foundation of the temple of Solomon, was 
also prepared by Omar for building a mosque. 
Thus, it might, with great propriety, be said that 
the place of the sanctuary was cast down, Pe- 
ter, you may read the 12th verse. 

JPeter, " And an host was given him against 
the daily sacrifice, by reason of transgression : 
and it cast down the truth to the ground : and 
it practised and prospered." What does this 
verse mean, mother ? 

Mother, As the ministers of the Christian 
religion were represented, in a verse before 
quoted, as a '^ host of stars," the same expres- 
sion is here used to denote the ministers of the 
Mohammedan religion. The little horn was to 
have a host given him against the daily sacrifice. 
This means that he was to be suffered not only 
to cast down ministers of the Christian religion. 
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but to establish a new order of worship, and set 
up others ia their places. In all the Christian 
countries taken by Mohammedans, the mosques 
took the place of the churches, and the Imams* 
aod the Mutzzini took the place of the minis- 
ters and officers of the church. And this power 
was given to the little horn, hy reason of trans- 
gression. It has already been stated that, at the 
time the Eastern church was overrun by the 
Mohammedans, those who possessed the Chris- 
tian name, had almost entirely departed from the 
truth of the gospel and grown bold in wicked- 
ness. Mohammedanism also cast down the truth 
to the ground. Andit practised and prospered. 
We have seen that the Mussulmen prospered ia 
almost every enterprize. — Wherever they went, 
they were victorious. And this prosperity has 
continued for many ages. Samuel, you may 
read the twenty-third verse. 

Samuel *^ And in the latter time of their 
kingdom, when the transgressors were come to 
the full, a king of fierce countenance, and un- 

* An Ivuim is a kind of priest attached to the mosques, 
t The Muezzin is a crier stationed in the balcony of 
tht Biosque, to call the people to pnyet. 
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^erstaDding (teaching) dark sentences, shall 
stand up." Mother, what is meant by the latter 
time of their kingdotn, and by the king offeree 
countenance 7 

Mother, You see that, from the nineteenth 
verse to the end of the chapter, the angel ex- 
plains the yision contained in the f6rmer part 
of the chapter ; and of which wer have been 
speaking. Although the four kingdoms which 
rose out of the Greek empire had been stripped 
of their power long before the time of Moham- 
med, yet they might still be said to exist. The 
countries conquered by the Romans were gen- 
erally allowed to retain their old laws and cus- , 
toms. So that the time when Mohammed ap- 
peared might be considered the latter time of 
their kingdoms. This was to take place, also, 
when the transgressors are come to the full. 
From the history already given, it will appear 
that the apostasy of the eastern church was now 
complete. The truth was lost, and vital religion 
had ceased to animate the bosoms of the people 
who love Christ's name. The transgressors 
might well be said to have come to the full. . 
The king or kingdom here foretold, was to be 
17 
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0fafierc€ countenfmee^ Ooe of the first princH 
pies of Mohammedanism is, to employ the sword 
as the means of con?ersioQ, This answers well 
to the description of a king with k fierce cawUenr 
tmce^ BMt this king was to understand , (or 
teach,) dark ^tntenees^ Dark sentences and 
dark sa^ings^ are eKpressioosk frequently used in 
Scripture. They hoth mean the same thing. 
When any person piofesses gireat skill in under" 
standing the myateries of religion, be is said to 
understand dark sayings or dark sentences* 
Mohammed exactly answers to this descriptioo ; 
and it is not a little remarl^aUe that be ytwAd 
have thi9 Mme expression applied ta bimselil 
He says, in the Koran, " O Lord, thou hast ^ir- 
en me a part of the kingdom, and hast taught 
rae the interpretation of dark savings '^ *' We 
taught him the interpretation of dark sayings^ 
hut the greater part of the men do not under- 
staad:" Elizabeth, you may read the twenty* 
fourth verse. 

Elizabeth. *' And his pow^r^^U be mighty, 
but not by his own power." What does thi^ 
. mean, mother, hut not by his own power ? 

Mether. This i^ probably intended to teach 
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US that the wottderful success of Mohammedan- 
ism was to be referred directly to the providence 
of God. The hand of God is evidently visible 
in every stage of its progress. The manner 
that God raises up wicked men to punish the 
sins of his people, is strikingly set forth in the 
following passage from the prophet Isaiah: — 
*• O Assyrian, the rod of mine anger, and the staflf 
in their hand is mine indignation. I will send 
him against a hypocritical nation, and against 
the people of my wrath will I give him a charge 
to take the spoil, and to take the prey, and to 
tread them down like the mire of the streets. 
Howbeit, he meaneth not so, neither doth he think 
so ; but it is in his heart to destroy and cut off 
nations not a few. For he saith, * by the strength 
of mine hand I have done it, and by my wisdom ; 
for I am prudent.' Shall the axe boast itself 
against him that heweth therewith ? or shall the 
saw magnify itself against him that shaketh it ? 
as if the rod should shake itself against them 
that lift it up, or as if the staff should lift up it« 
self as if it were no wood.''* This would apply 

• 

M8a.l0:6— 15. 
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with equal. force to Mohammed >aiid bis follow- 
ers. 

Elizabeth. Well, I think the rest of the verse 
certainly means Mohammed and his followers. 
** And he shall destroy wonderfully, and shall 
destroy the mighty and holy people." 

Mother. Yes, ray dear. The word which is 
here translated destroy, means, in the original 
Hebrew, to corrupt , as well as destroy. By the 
influence of their false religion, the Mohamme- 
dans t^aused multitudes who professed to be 
Christians, to give up their profession, and turn 
Mussulmen. This may be what is meant by 
destroying the mighty and holy people. But 
they did really destroy wonderfully ; for blood- 
shed and desolation every where marked the 
progress of the Saracens and Turkish arms. 

Samuel. But bow could they be said todes« 
troy the holy people, when the people called 
Christians had no true religion among them ? 

Mother. The word holy is giometimes used 
to denote things set apart or separated for sacred 
uses. Those who profess to be Christians, may 
in that sense, be called holy, whether thej pos- 
sess any moral purity or not, because they are 
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publicly set apart and consecrated to God. — Pe« 
tear may read the twenty-fifth verse. 

Peter, " And through his policy, also, he 

sliall cause craft to prosper in his hand : and he 

shall magnify himself in his heart, and by peace 

shall destroy many: he shall also stand np 

against the Prince of princes." 

Elizabeth. Mother, I am sure this means 
Mohammed ; for he was the most crafty man I 
erer heard of. 

Mother, Yes: the Mohammedans have al- 
ways been celebrated for their craft, perfidy, 
and want of principle in all their dealings. In- 
deed, one of their known maxims is, that they 
are under no obligations to fulfill the promises 
they make to Christians. This crafty spirit is 
manifest in the very first principles of Moham- 
med's religion. He makes use of the worst 
passions of the human heart to gain followers, 
and attach them to his interest. He allows 
them to rob and murder all who will not em- 
brace their religion, and take their property to 
themselves. He promises them, after death the 
enjoyment of a paradise, where they can in- 
dulge without restraint, all the sensoal {Measures, 
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which the depraved hearts of men desire. And 
they did not scruple to use fraud and perfidy, 
cruelty, and injustice, in propagating their faith. 
Indeed, they suppose that perfidy to Christians 
is one of the duties of their religion. Travellers 
represent them as perfidious to their friends, 
and treacherous to their enemies. With great 
propriety, then, it may be said that, through 
their policy they have caused craft to prosper in 
their hands. During the victorious progress of 
the Moslem arms, thousands accepted of peace 
at their hands^ on condition of embracing the 
foul imposture. In this way, " by peace, he de- 
stroyed many." That is, he corrupted them, 
and destroyed their religious profession, by giv- 
ing them peace. 

Peter, Well, mother, the last part of the 
verse says, " he shall be broken without hands." 
What does that mean? 

Mother. This part of the prophecy is yet to 
be fulfilled. At or before the Millennium, the 
Mohammedans must be converted to Christiad- 
ity. This will break the kingdom without hand. 
For it will not be overturned by the power of an 
•arthly conquerer ; but by the Word and Spirit 
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of God, conrincing them of the falsehood of 
tbeir religion, and inclining their hearts to re- 
nounce the delusion of the False Prophet, and 
embrace the Lord Jesas Christ. From what I 
have said to you, I think it is evident that the 
Utile horn of the he-goat, spoken of by Daniel, 
is the Mohammedan imposture. There is anoth- 
er prophecy in Revelation, relating to the same 
subject. — Samuel, you may turn to the ninth 
chapter of Revelation, and read from the first 
to the 19 verse. 

SamueL *' And the fifth angel sounded and 
I saw a star fall from heaven unto the earth : 
and to him was given the key of the bottomless 
pit. And he opened the bottomless pit; and 
there arose a smoke out of the pit, as the smoke 
of a great furnace ; and the sun and the air were 
darkened by reason of the smoke of the pit. 
And there came out of the smoke locusts upon 
the earth : and unto them was given power, as 
the scorpions of the earth have power. And it 
was commanded them that they should not hurt 
the grass of the earth, neither any green thing, 
neither any tree ; but only those men which have 
not the seal of God in their foreheads. And to 
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them it was given that they should not kill tbem, 
but that they should be tormented five months: 
and their torment was as the torment of a scor- 
pion, when he striketh a man. And in those 
days shall men seek death, and shall not find it ; 
and shall desire to die, and death shall flee from 
them. And the shapes of locusts were like un^o 
horses prepared unto battle ; and on their heads 
were as it were crowns like gold, and their faces 
were as the faces of men. And they had hair as 
the hair of women, and their teeth were as the 
teeth of lions. And they had breast-plates, as 
it were breast-plates of iron; and the sound of 
their wings was as the sound of chariots of many 
horses running to battle. And they had tails 
like unto scorpions, and there were stings in 
their tails : and their power was to hurt men 
five months. And they had a king over them, 
which is the angel of the bottomless pit, whose 
name in the Hebrew tongue is Abaddon, but in 
the Greek tongue he hath his name Apdlyon. 
One wo is past ; and behold, there come two 
woes more hereafter. And the sixth angel sound- 
ed, and I heard a voice from the four horns of 
the golden altar which is before God, saying to 
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the sixth angel which bad the trumpet, Loose 
the four angels which are bound in the great riv- 
er Euphrates. And the four angels were loosed, 
which were prepared for an hour, and a day, and 
a month, and a year, for to slay the third part of 
men. And the number of the army of the horse- 
men were two hundreds thousand thousand : and 
I heard the number of them. And thus 1 saw. 
the horses in the vision, and them that sat on 
them, having breast-plates of iire, and of jacinth 
and brimstone.; and the heads of the horses were 
as the heads of lions ; and out of their mouths 
issued fire, and smoke, and brimstone. By these 
three was the third part of men killed, by the 
fire, and by the smoke, and by the brimstone, 
which issued -out of their mouths. For their 
power is in their mouth, and in their tails : for 
their tails were like unto serpents, and had heads, 
and with them they do hurt." > 

Mother, The power of Mohammedanisin Was 
first maintained by the Saracens,, whose con- 
quests have been already described. But the 
whole Mohammedan empire was afterward over- 
ran by the Turks, who professed the same Re- 
ligion* They now have possession of almost all 
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the countries where Islamism prevails* The 
prophecy of Daniel gives a general history of the 
Imposture, from its commencement to its over* 
throw, without making any distinction between 
the Saracens and the Turks. The Revelation 
of John gives an accurate description of both 
these powers. 

Elizabeth. What is meant by the Star which 
John saw falling from heaven to the earth ? 

Mother, A Christian teacher, or a number of 
them, who have fallen away, and become the 
teachers of false doctrines and fatal errors, are 
represented in prophecy by a star falling from 
heaven. Mohammedanism may be considered 
as the fruit or product of Christian heresy. 
The Star had fallen, before the time of the 
False Prophet, in the shape of many gross and 
destructive heresies. In consequence of the 
general Apostasy from the truth, the Lord so 
or*dered it, that the desolating delusion of Islam- 
ism should arise and overspread the fairest por- 
tions of the church. The grand heresies of the 
church seem to be represented as the means of 
introducing this master plague of error and su- 
perstition into the world. This view of the sab- 
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ject will appear more evident, if, as has been 
siippofiied, Mohammed was assisted by a heret- 
ical monk in composing the ICoran. 

Samuel Does the boitomhss pit, here spoken 
of, mean hell ? 

Mother, No, my son ; among the Pagans, at 
(bat day, there were certain caves which wer« 
held in great vieneration. Priests lived at their 
mouths, who pretended to foretell things to 
come. Some of these caves sent forth a vapor 
or gas, which intoxicated those who breathed it. 
These caves were supposed, by the heathen, to 
extend to the sea, or to hell. It is supposed 
that the prophet alluded to these caves, in 
speaking of the bottomless pit. The allusion is 
the more striking, as it was in a cave that Mo- 
hammed planned and brought forth his horrible 
imposture. The opening of the bottomless pit, 
and the letting out of the smoke of hell, aptly 
represents his wicked and diabolical system of 
religion, by which so large a portion of Chris- 
tendom was at length covered with moral dark- 
ness. The darkening of the sun represents the 
bidiog Qr obscuring of the true religion. The 
darkening of the air represents the dominion of 
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the power of darkness. A remarkable comet 
appeared just before Mohammed was born ; and 
when he first made known his pretended mis- 
sion, there was a very great eclipse of the sun, 
which continued a long time. 

Peter. The third verse says that locusts 
came out of the smoke. What do the locusts 
represent, mother ? 

Mother. Arabia has long been noted for 
giving birth to prodigious swarms of locusts. 
These overspread the neighboring countries, 
and destroy the grain and the grass, and ev- 
ery green thing. In a romance written in Ara- 
bia, the Ishmaelites are compared to locusts. 
The locusts coming out of the smoke of the 
bottomless pit, strikingly represent the armies of 
the Saracens. They were formed under the 
influence of the false doctrines of Mohammed, 
which may well be compared to the smoke of 
the bottomless pit. They then marched forth, 
like a swarm of locusts to conquer and convert 
the world. Elizabeth, you may read the 4th 
verse. 

Elizabeth. " And it was commanded then 
that they should not hurt the grass of the earth, 
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neither any green thing, neither any tree ; but 
only those who have not the seal of God in their 
foreheads." How was this fulfilled, mother ? 

Mother, The first expedition of the Saracens 
against other countries, was that undertaken 
by Mohammed and prosecuted by Abubeker, 
against Syria. Before the army started, Abube- 
ker gave the following charge to Yezid, his 
general. A more exact fulfillment of the proph- 
ecy contained in this verse, could scarcely be 
imagined. ** Remember," said Abubeker, '* that 
you are always in the presence of God, on the 
verge of death, in the assurance of judgment, 
and the hope of paradise. When you fight the 
battles of the Lord, acquit yourselves like men, 
without turning your backs ; but let not your 
victory b^ stained with the blood of women and 
children. Destroy no palm trees^ nor burn any 
fields of corn. Cut down no fruit trees ; nor 
do any mischief to cattle y only such as you hill 
to eat. When you make any covenant, stand 
to it, and be as good as your word. — As you 
go on, you will find some religious persons, who 
live retired in monasteries, and propose to 
themselves to serve God that way; let them 
18 



d by Google 



206 THE FALSE FROPHET. 

alone, and neither kill them nor destroy their 
monasteries. And you will find another sort of 
people that belong to the synagogue of Satan, 
who have shaven crowns : be sure you cleave 
their skulls, and give them no quarter, till they 
either turn Mohammedans, or pay tribute." 
Those parts of the Roman empire where the 
remnant of the true church of God were still 
found were not disturbed by the Saracens. 
They only overran those parts of Christendom 
where the church gave no signs of spiritual life. 
They were only to hurt the men who had not 
the mark of God in their forelieads. — Samuel, 
you may read the fifth verse. 

Samuel. ^' And to them it was given that they 
should not kill them, but that they should be 
tormented five months ; and their torment was 
as the torment of a scorpion, when he striketh a 
man." Why mother, did the Saracens tor- 
ment the people so, afler they had subdued 
them ? 

Mother, My son, much of the language of 
prophecy it figurative, representing an event bj 
something strikingly similar, and yet not exactly 
the same as the event itself. Wherever any of 
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the people conquered by the Moslems, would 
embrace Islamism, or pay tribute, their lives 
were spared. Forced submission to a false re- 
ligion, or the payment of a tribute is very prop- 
erly called torment* 

Elizabeth Well, mother, what does that 
mean which says they were tormented five 
months ? The Mohammedans have been in 
power a great many hundred years. 

Mother, In the language of Prophecy, a day 
is put for a year. — When it speaks of a certain 
number of days, it means so many years. When 
weeks or months are mentioned, it means as 
many years as there are days in so many weeks 
or months. Calculating in this way, five months 
would make one hundred and fifty years. In 
the year 612, Mohammed began publicly to 
teach his false doctrines. In the year 762, just 
one hundred and fifty years after, Almansor 
built Bagdad, and called it " The city of Peace." 
The principal conquests of the Saracens were 
made during this time. 

Samuel. Well, mother, what does that mean 
in the sixth verse, where it says, *' men shall 
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seek death and shall not find it ; and shall de- 
sire to die, but death shall flee from them V 

Mother, Some think this is intended to show 
the hopeless sufferings of the Christians of the 
East, under the lawless insults, violence, and 
oppression of the Saracens* Others think it 
means the Mohammedans themselves. All who 
were killed while fighting for the faith, had the 
promise of going immediately to paradise, and 
were honored as martyrs. This would naturally 
lead them, in their enthusiasm, to desire to die 
in battle. In the Koran, it is said, " Moreover, 
ye did sometimes wish for death, before that ye 
met it." Several of Mohammed's followers, 
who were not present at the battle of Beder 
wished for an opportunity of obtaining the same 
honor as those who were killed in that action. 
They desired death, but it fled from them. 

Elizabeth, The seventh verse says, " And 
the shape of the locusts was like unto horses 
prepared unto battle." What does that mean ? 

Mother, The horses of Arabia are the finest 
and the swiflest in the world ; and the Arabs are 
admired for their excellent horsemanship. The 
strength of the Saracen armies consisted very 
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much in their horses. They might then, with 
great propriety, be compared to horses prepared 
Jor battle, 

Elizabeth. Well, it says too,, that " on their 
heads were as it were crowns of gold, and their 
faces were as the faces of men." 

Mother. Mohammed tells his followers to 
make a point of wearing turbans. This has, 
accordingly, always been the head dress of 'the 
Arabs. The turban is a kind of crown ; and 
they have boasted that they wore, with their 
common dress, the same kind of ornaments 
which, among other people, were worn only by 
kings and emperors. Peter, you may read the 
eighth verse. 

Peter, " And they had hair as the hair of 
women, and their teeth were as the teeth of 
lions." 

Mother, The Arabs wore their hair long, like 
the hair of women. — The teeth like the teeth of 
lions probably means the destructive weapons 
of war which they carried. 

Peter, The tenth verse says, *^ they had tails 
like unto scorpions : and there were stings in 
their tails." How could that be, mother ? 
18* 
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Mother, In prophecy, false doctrine or im- 
posture is represented by the tail of a beast. 
This will appear from the following passage in 
Isaiah : " Therefore the Lord will cut off from 
Israel head and tail^ branch and rush, in one 
day. I'he ancient and honorable, he is the 
head ; and the prophet that teacheth lies he is 
the tail"* By the tails of the locusts, , with 
stings in them, jtve are to understand the deadly 
arrows which the Saracens left every where be- 
hind them. As the poisonous sting of the scor- 
pion brings death upon the body, so the sting 
of this glaring imposture brings death upon the 
soul. 

Samuel. Who is the king spoken of in the 
eleventh verse? 

Mother, Abaddon and Apollyon both signify 
Destroyer, In the language of prophecy, a 
king means a kingdom, or a succession of kings. 
As the locusts were both conquerors and propa- 
gators of a false religion, their king must be 
both their temporal and spiritual head. Such 
was Mohammed and the Caliphs who reigned 
after him. — They must therefore be considered 

* Isa.9:14,l5. 
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as the locust-king, Abaddon ; and no more ap- 
propriate name could be applied to them than 
Destroyer; wherever they went destruction fol- 
lowed in their train. 

The prophecy so far relates to the origin of Is- 
lamism, and to the rise, progress, and conquests 
of the Saracens. What remains relates to the 
Turks, who have been the principal supporters 
of the Imposture since the overthrow of the 
empire of the Saracens. Elizabeth you may 
read from the 13th to the 15th verse. 

Elizabeth. '' And the sixth angel sounded 
and I heard a voice from the four horns of the 
golden altar, which is before God, saying to the 
sixth angel which had the trumpet, loose the 
four angels which are bound in (or, at, 6y, or 
near) the great river Euphrates, and the four 
angels were loosed." Who are these four an- 
gels, mother? 

Mother. The four angels bound by the river 
Euphrates, are generally understood, by those 
who have made the prophecies their study, as 
representing ybur divisions of the empire of the 
^eljukian Turks, who inhabited the country 
bordering on the great river Euphrates. They 
were divided into four distinct governments. 
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each division having its own Sultan or king, to- 
wards the close of the eleventh Century. For a 
long time, they were, from various causes, pre- 
vented from extending their conquests beyond 
the countries in the vicinity of the river Euphra- 
tes. Thus, they might be said to be hound, in 
or at that river. But, towards the close of the 
thirteenth Century, those hindrances were re- 
moved out of their way, so that they began to 
spread the terror of their arms over the sur- 
rounding countries. Then, the four angels may 
be said to have been removed. 

Samuel The sixteenth verse says, *' the num- 
ber of the army of the horsemen were two hun- 
dred thousand thousand.^* Was the army of the 
Turks so large as this? 

Mother. Gibbon, in his history of the decline 
and fall of the Roman empire, states that the army 
of the Turks was proudly numbered by millions; 
and that their camp was six hundred miles in 
length. You can judge whether this bears any 
comparison to the number mentioned in the text. 

Elizabeth. Mother, the seventeenth verse 
says that the horses, or those that sat on them, 
had " breast-plates of fire and of jacinth and of 
brimstone." What does that mean, mother ? 
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Mather, Most of the soldiers in their armies 
rode upon their horses, and their dress has al- 
ways been distinguished by the colors of scarlet, 
which appears like Jire of. blue, which is the 
color o^ jacinth, and of yellow, which is the col- 
or of brimstone. 

Caroline. What does that mean where it 
says " the heads of the horses were as the heads 
of lions, and out of their mouths issued fire and 
smoke and brimstone ?" How could fire and 
brimstone come out of the horses' mouths ? 

Mother. The Turks were among the first 
who turned to account, in their wars, the inven- 
tion of gunpowder. Cannons were employed 
by Mohammed 11. in his wars against the Greek 
empire. It was by this means, that he took 
Constantinople. Nothing had before appeared 
in the world like the Turkish artillery. Mo- 
hammed had a cannon so large that it required 
seventy .yoke of oxen and two thousand men to 
draw it. Each side of this great cannon, there 
was another almost as large. A long row of 
Turkish cannons, were pointed against the walls 
of Constantinople. Fourteen batteries thunder- 
ed at onoepipon as many different parts of the 
city. On one of these batteries were placed 
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one hundred and thirty cannons, which were all 
fired at once. The camp and the city, the 
Greeks and the Turks, were completely covered 
with a cloud of smoke. The design of the 
prophecy seems to have been to describe the 
appearance, rather than the reality; for the 
prophet says he saw them in the vision. In 
looking upon the Turkish army, through this 
cloud of smoke, little else but the horses' heads 
could be seen. To a person looking on from a 
distance, it 'would appear as if the mouths of the 
horses were continually belching forth fire^aud 
smoke. And the smoke of the gunpowder 
would fill the atmosphere, to a great distance 
around, with the smell of brimstone. — Peter, 
you may read the nineteenth verse. 

Peter, ** For their power is in their mouth, 
and in their tails : for their tails were like ser- 
pents, and had heads, and with them they do 
hurt." 

Mother, I told you, a little while ago, that 
the tail of a beast, in prophecy, is an emblem 
of false doctrine. This means the same as the 
tails of the locusts, which were like scorpions. 
But, they are compared with serpents, having 
heads. The Turks suffer the hair on the tails of 
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their horses to grow very long. They have al- 
ways been in the habit of tying a knot in the 
end of these long tails, which has the appear- 
ance of a serpent's head. The Turks were ani- 
mated with the same wild fanaticism as the Sa- 
racens. They did more injury by their false 
doctrines than by their conquests. Wherever 
they went, the Koran triumphed over the Gospel. 
From the account which I have given you, 
my dear children, it cannot be doubted that the 
rise, progress, and consequences of Mohamme- 
danism, are clearly foretold in the word of God. 
We must therefore conclude that, for wise pur- 
poses, God saw fit to give wonderful success to 
the author and supporters of this cunning Im- 
posture. In doing so, he only made use of the 
wicked designs of ungodly men, to punish the 
apostasy of his professing people. You will also 
find in the fulfillment of these prophecies a most 
undeniable evidence of the divine origin of the 
Holy Scriptures. No being but God, in whose 
Infinite Mind all things are continually present, 
could so exactly describe these events, so many 
ages before they happened. 

QUESTIONS. 

What is meant by the little Jiorn ihsii rose up out of the 
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great one, in the vision of Daniel ? What is meant by a 
star, in the language of prophecy ? What is represented 
by the little horn casting some of the stars down to the 
ground and stamping on them ? What are we to under- 
stand by his magnifying himself even to the Prince of 
the Host ? What is meant by his taking away the daily 
sacrifice, and casting down the place of hi» sanctuary ? 
What is represented by a host being given him against 
the daily sacrifice ? Who is meant by the king of fierce 
countenance, understanding dark sentences ? What are 
we to understand by his being mighty, but not by his 
own power ? What is meant by his causing craft to pros- 
per in his hand f How will Mohammedanism be broken 
without hand ? What is represented by the smoke that 
came up out of the bottomless pit? What is meant by 
the locusts that came out of the pit ? What command 
did they receive ? How was this prophecy fulfilled ? In 
prophecy, what does a day mean ? How long were the 
locusts to torment the earth ? How long did the Sara- 
cens maintain their wars? What is represented by the 
locusts being like horses prepared for the battle ? What 
is meant by the locusts wearing crowns of gold ? What 
by their having hair as the hair of women ? What are 
we to understand by the tails of the locusts, with stings 
in them ? What is the meaning of Abaddon and Apol- 
lyon ? Who was intended by the king called by these 
names ? Who were the four angels bound by the river 
Euphrates ? What is represented by the horsemen wear- 
ing breast-plates of fire, of jacinth, and of brimstone ? 
What is represented by the fire and smoke and brimstone, 
which issued out of the mouths of the horses ? 
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